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support the hon. member in the latter part
of his motion, but T cannot support the
earlier part.

On motion by
adjourned.

Hon. G. Fraser, debate

House adjourned at 8.55 p.m.

Legislative Essembly,
Wednesday, 13th September, 1933,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
., and read prayers,

QUESTION — UNIVERSITY OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIJA,

Mr. LAMBERT asked the Premier: 1,
Will e endeavour to ohtain, hefore the Esti-
mates are discussed, the halance sheet of the
Cuiversity of Western Ausiralia for the year
1931-327 2, A list of the professors and
the emoluments of all kinds drawn by each
professor per annmum? 3. The names of the
Wrofessors and the leave gpranted to each
professor during the past two years? 4,
The numher of students and the subjeets
studied bv them?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) replied: 1 to 4, Yes,

QUESTIONS (2) — FREMANTLE
TRAFFIC BRIDGE.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Minister for
Works: Do the Government intend to pro-
ceed with the building of a new hridge to
take the place of the old, obsolete, and un-
safe strurture called a traffic bridee at North
Fremantle?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The matter is receiving consideration.

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Do the Government realise the
necessity for construeting a new traffic
bridge of modern design to replace the anti-
guated strueture at North Fremantle? 2,
If so, will the Government list this project
among the most urgent works for early com-
mencement?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS repled:
1 Yes. 2, The matter is under considera-
tion.

QUESTION—IRWIN COAL DEFOSITS.

AMr. PATRICK asked the Premier: 1, Has
he noled that portion of the Roval Com-
missioner’s report on coal referving to the
economic impottance of developing the Irwin
coal deposits? 2, Does he intend to act on
Dr. Herman's suggestions for aseertaining
the value of those deposits?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS {for the
Premier) replied: 1, Yes. 2, The matter
will receive the consideration of the Govern-
ment,

QUESTION—RETURNED SOLDIERS,
PREFTERENCE.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Premier: In view
of the fact that in the “West Australian”
of the 26th August the Minister for Em-
ployment was reported to have stated thai
preference would not he given to returned
soldiers by the Government, while in an-
other column of the same issue the Minister
for Agriculture was reported to have said
that former Parliaments had given prefer-
ence fo refurned soldiers, and there was no-
thing to stop that promise frem being main-
tained, will he state what is the poliey of
the Government on the question?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) replied: There will be no altera-
tion in the policy of the Government from
that applied when previously in office on the
question of preference to returned soldiers,
A great preponderance of the returned sol-
diers are members of unjons, and the Gov-
ernment’s policy is preference to unionists,
which it s not anticipated will work to the
detriment of returned men.
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QUESTION—LAND RENTS, FINES.

Mr. SEWARD asked ihe linister for
Lands: 1, Has any alteration heen made in
the poliey of the previous Government not
to impose a peunalty fine on delayved land
rent payments? 2, If so, what is the Gov-
crament’s policy on the question?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Ainister for Lands) replied: 1, Yez, The
general waivuve of fines for laie payment
of rents by the previous Government expired
on the 30th June, 1933. The action was
taken as an inducement to scttlers to pay
current rents, hut the response was found
to be most disappointing. 2, The Govern-
ment still have power under Section 20 of
the Land Act Amendment Act, 1906, to ve-
mit fines for non-payment of rent, and each
ease will he determined on its merits.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion hy Mr. Doneyx, leave of ah-
sence for one month granted to Mr. Warner
(Mt Marshall) on the ground of il-health.

BILL—FIRE BRIGADES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Agrieul-
ture and read a first time,

BILL—REDUCTION OF RENTS ACT
CONTINUANCE.

Read 2 third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

MOTION—SITTING DAYS AND
HOURS,

Debate resumed from the 23rd August on
the following motion by Mr. Hawke (Nuor-
tham)—

That the House shall meet for the despatch
of business on  Toesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays at 2.30 p.an., instead of 130 pm.
#s at present.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. McCallum—South Fremantle) [4.37]:
Members of the Cabinet have a good deal
of sympathy with the motion and would like
to be able to agree te it. In deciding what
we should recommend to the Honse, we have
to eonsider not only what is now being dane
in the Eastern States, as outlined hy the
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member for Northam, but our own experi-
ence i years past.  Day sittings were tried
here and were not a great success,

Mr, Stubbs: Metropolitun
jected to day sittings.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: During
this debate the objection has come from
country members. | would have thought
that eountry members would subscribe to the
motion. They wounld have been able to do
their business in the departments helore
luneh and then would have been able to
attend Parlinment carly in the afternoon,
and it would not have been neressary for
them to remain in the eity, away from their
homes, as long as 1% neeessary under oxist-
ing arrangements,

Alr. Patviek: Some of ux could not got
away from the eity.

The MINISTER IFPOR WORKS: Those
members who live 2 long distanee from the
city would he disadvantaged, hut 1 thought
that earlier sittings would have suited quite
a lot of members.

members ob-

My, Lutham: Alv veazon for abjecting was
that T considered Ministers wonld find the
carlice meeting inconvenient,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Let me
outline the position of Ministers. The mem-
her for Northam said that Ministers in other
States could order their work to permit of
carlier sittings, and he thought the standard
or calibre of Ministers here shonld be equal
to that of JMinisters in the Bast. He sub-
mitted that if Ministers there eonld discharye
their duties and attend sittings of Parlia-
ment at an earlier hour, there was no reason
why Ministers here should not do likewise.
The hou. memher, however, omitted to sav
that the conditions were not at all similar.
T know from my own knowledge that in Vie-
tovia, New Sonth Wales, Queensland and
Canberra, amd to a large extent in South
Australin, Ministers have private offices in
Parliament Hense buildings and do not re-
main in the House during the whole of the
sitting.  They have their staffs at DParlia-
ment House and work in private rooms ad-
jacent to the Chamber while the Houze is
sitting.  Accommodation there permits  of
that being dane, huf here such aceommoda-
tion is not available. There is no place in
this building o which Ministers ean relirve
to do their work. There i= not even decent
ageommodation for the Premier. He has a
little dog-hox sort of romm ar the back of
the Chambher, nut hig enongh 1o receive &
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deputation in it, and there is no place at
all where other Ministers could work. (ou-
sequently, sithings starting at 230 p.m.
would necessitate Ministers losing half a
dax’s work in their departments on three
days a week, and they could not give the
requisite attention to administrative work.
and Cahinet feel that in the ecircumsfances
prevailing here, we should not be asked to
agree to the motion. The full measwre of
Ministers’ attention to adnunistrative duties
iz requirved; it is a whole dax's job for any

Minister who applies him=elf tully to the

work. The circumstances of the State at the
moment wonld not permit of Ministers being
out of their oflices half the time.  Adminis-
tration is probably a more important phase
of public control than is legislation, A tiwht
hand on all matters of administration js ab-
solutely ossential.  We ennnot subseribe in
the motion at present, but we would like fo
see day sittings adopted, hecanse the hours
that Ministers in pactieular are called upon
to work during the session are quite unres-
sonable and do not permit of anvone giving
of his hest o the work. The House fre-
duently sits after 11 pan. and Ministers,
heing in charge of the husiness, ave servewed
up to high tension and have to participate
in heated debates. Following a Tate and
arduous  sitting, Ministers have to  he
in their offices at 9 am. and  remain
until 4.30 p.m.,, and then attend Tarlia<
ment  again, prohably for another late
sitfing.  Human nature canmof stand =uch
unreasonahble hours, which do not permit of
Ministers giving of their hest. We would
like to he in a position fo limit the Lours of
sifting, starting at 9 am and finishing at
G p.m., if that were possible. However, as
I have pointed out, there is no accomunoda-
tion at Parliament House lo enable Ministers
to do their work while the House is sitting,
and until sueh aceommodation is provided. it
will he impossible for Ministers to agree, be-
cause it would mean letting the administra-
tive side of the work go. I do not think the
people realise that members have to devote
~tich Jong hours {o their work, and I do not
helieve that a majority of the people would
desire that such long hours should he
worked. It i= not in the interests of the
penple or of members that such long hours
shonld he worked. Still, we eannot sngzest
an alternative. Buf we are hopeful that if
matters improve and the outlook next year
15 hetter, we may be able to make arrange-
ments which will render a motion such as
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thix acceptable. T assurc the member for
Northam that the Government hope to be
able to give sympathetic consideration to his
proposal by the time the next session opens.

Mr. Sampson: That will mean an exten-
sion ol these huildings. .

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I am
noé committing the Government to that, but
1 €lo think it would be in the interests of all
concerned if that were possible. Instead of
having a full bench of Ministers sitting here
during dehates, only one heing in charge of
the parficular business under disenssion, it
would be better if the Minister immediately
eoncerned remained 1o his place here while
other members of the Cahinet worked out-
side the Chamber with their departmental
oflicers. At present, however, that cannot
he done.  Ministers cannot leave tha huild-
ingr for their oflices. [In Queenslaml and
Victoria every Minister has his private room
in Parlinment House. In Canberra every
group has separate accommodation.  Bub
here there is not even accommodation for the
Leader of this House and the Leader of
another plage. All work done here is done
under a handicap. The facilities available
in ecvery other State Parliament are not
available here. It is not a comparison be-
tween the abilities of men at all. ¥ do not
think it will be argued that men who have
been Ministers in Western Australia are in
any wiy inferior to the men who have been
Ministers in the Bastern States, hut we can-
not wive Ministers elsewhere half o day's
start.  We cannot undertake to do by
lunch-tinie what takes other Ministers a full
dav.  Ln Western Australia so many publie
activities are directly under the contro]l of
Ministers, far more so than in other States,
In no other Australian State has a Minister
nore to do than he has in Western Australia.
The view of Cabinet, therefore, is that at the
moment we are unable fo  support the
motion; hut we hope that next seszion we
shall be able to take a svmpathetie view of
the preposal.

ME. MARSHALL (Murchison) [450]:
I agree with what the Minister for Works
has stated, and alse appreciate the views
expreased by him on behalf of Cabinet. The
member for Northam was, T think, somewhat
impulsive in bringing the motion forward.
It struek me also that he was not quite fair
in the arguments he advaneed in support of
it.  Since he moved the motion T have con-
sulted the “Commonwealih Year Book™ to
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ascertain what depnrumnental activities ave
controlled by other Australian Parliaments,
including the Commonweaith. If hon. mem-
bers will refer to the publication in ques-
tion they will better nppreciate the volume
of work done by this Parliament beyond
that done hy other State Parliaments and
the Commonwealth Parliament. The mover
stated at the outset that he thought it would
ba advisable to commence our sittings earlier
with a view to closing them earlier. He be-
gan by arguing that if we began two hours
earlier, we would no deuht complete our
work two hours earlier; but before resuming
his seat he aeknowledged that he did not
think his proposat would obviate late sit-
tings. So that he is left in the position of
asking Ministers to come into the Chamber
at 2.30 im the afternoon without any proba-
bility of their being able to leave it earlier
than at present. The duties of the South
Anstralian Parliament, in which the mover
has had some experience, are almost infini-
tesimal as compared with those of this
legislature. T fail to understand why the
hon. member compared South Ausiraliz with
Western Australia in this respeet. He
knows that in South Australia the depart-
mental work 1s considerably less than that
which is an obligation upon the members,
and particularly the Ministers, of the West-
ern Australian Pavliament. In point of
area, South Australia ean be contained about
three tines in Western Australia. Tts popu-
lation 11 about equmal to that of Western
Anstralin. Tt hag only one half our rnilway
mileage. Tk has no State hrickworks, and
though it has a State Forests Department
ifa Stnte forests cover about 388,000 acres
as against the 2,500,000 acves of State for-
est In Western Anstralia.  Again, South
Anstralia has no Aborigines Department, no
State shipping service, no State brickyards,
no State sawmills

Mr, Sampson: We will not blame South
Australia for that.

Mr. MARSHALL: At the moment T will
not express an opinion on that point. If is
not a matter that I shonld disenuss now with
the hon. member. Howevey, T snegest that
Souih Australia is much the poorer for the
lack of State interference in those respeets.
Numerous other obligations of the Western
Australiun Parliament find no counterpart
among the functions of thase who have the
pleasnre of being Parliamentarians or Min-
jsters in South Austrnlin, [ acknowledge
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that what I would really like is that we
should start our work like ofher industries,
at 9 o’clock in fhe morning, or perhaps af
9.30; but I also realise that that would be
impraeticable for we 28 a private member.
T am within the precinets of this Charmber
every morning before 9 o'clock, and some-
times fully an hour before 9 o’clock. That
was the case this morning, and I have just
finished my correspondence, thongh T should
mention that I have heen away on an er-
vand fo the Perth public hospital., T repeat,
I have just finished my mail for the day.
When I return here to-morrow morning, I
shall find just as mueh correspondence to
attend to. Tt is a continuons process. If
the proceedings of this Chamber began at
9 ¢’clock in the morning, then by the time
the week’s legislative work was done my de-
partmental work would have aceumulated
to such eolossal proportions that I should
never catch up with it, Moreover, if this
Chamber sat at, say, 9.30 in the morning,
it would be imopossible for me to find Minis-
ters in their offices at opportune moments,
and I would have to sit up till late at night
in order to keep pace with my correspond-
ence. I'rom that aspect I do not think any
other hour of meeting would afford the same
convenience. Members can remain within
the precinets of the Chamber and deal with
a considerable proportion of their corre-
spondence by telephone. 8till, an hon. mem-
ber would never be able to cope with his
correspondence if this House met in the
forenoon. I agree with the Minister for
Works that even if Ministers had aecommao-
dation in the precinets, it would not be a
wise thing for them to absent themselves
from diseussions, secing that they oceupy
the dual positions of Minister and member
for an electorate. If they abstained from
taking part in diseussions here, they would
soon find themselves in disfavour with their
constituents, I fear they would profit little
even from the propnzed reform enunciated
by the Minister for Works a few minutes
ago. We all like a little recreation, and we
can visit no theatre or similar place of
amusement while the House is sitting.
If efficiency 1is our objective, we
must choose such sitting hours as
are most suited to achieving efficiency.
I am surprised at ountry membhers sug-
gesting that 230 p.m. would he a more suit-
able hour than 4.3¢. I awm a country mem-
her myvself, and T suggest that the present
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hour is the most convenient, having regard
to all the circnmstances.

Mr. Doney: That i~ what the majority
of country members think, too.

Mr, MARSHALL: Yes. Like myself
they prefer {o approach Ministers and trans-
act their husiness during the dax and then
devote the rest of their hours to participat-
ing in the debates here. Unless we can fin-
ish at tea-time hy meeting earlier, the hours
ghould remain as they are. To start at 2
p-m., or 2.30 p.m., is, to my thinking, ridieu-
lous. If we start at 2 pm., we may as
well mo the whole hog—start at 9 a.m. and
finish at 6 p.n. If the Government do what
they eontemplate, T am afraid Ministers will
find the altered arrangement unprofitable to
thein as members of Parliament, though per-
haps profitable to them as Ministers, Every
now and then we see a Minister who has no
intention of participating in a debate heing
impelled by some reference in the discussion
to what he iz well conversant with, or to
what is of importance to his electorate, to
Jjoin in the debate. T he were doing his
Ministerial work outside the Chamber while
the discussion was proceeding and therefore
failed to express his views, he wonld soon
find himself in disfavour with his electors.

Mr. Thorn: He would mnever wet any
peace.
Mr. MARSHALL: T do net think the

Governmeni would he wise to interfere with
the hours unless there iz to be an early morn-
ing start. It Ministers ave willing to take
the risk of falling foul of their electors, 1
shall he one to vote for an carly start; hut
I do not agree to the proposed restriction
of the length of time for which a member
may speuk. Some members are rapid speak-
ers, marshal their facts well, and make their
contribution to the debate quickly. Another
member is a slow speaker, perhaps nervous,
and therefore it ftakes him a great deal
longer to state his facts. Tt would be un-
fair to place a restrietion upon the time
available to a member for making his con-
tribution to the debhates. T zhall certainly
vote against any proposal of that nature,
T shall also vote against the motion, having
regard to the obligation: of Ministers at
present. In view of those obligations it is
impossible for them to do their jobs if the
House sits earlier. Again, the present hours
are most convenient for countrv membe»s
At the same time I do not wish it to be
thought that T am oppozed to an alteration
of the present hours if they c¢an he altered
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with advantage. But I feel that when Min-
isters give further consideration to this mas.
ter, they will arrive ot the conclusion that
the present hour of commencing our sittings,
quite irrespeetive of when we finish, iz the
hest in all the eircumstances. As a country
member I shall vote against the motion.

Question put and negatived.

BILL—MINING ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council without

amendment.

MOTION—DAIRYING INDUSTRY.

Debate resumed from the 30th August, on
the following nmwotion by Mv. J. H. Swmith:—

That in the opinion of this House, the Gov-
crmuent shoull give its urgent consideration
to the position of dairy farmers in the South-
Woest in their relation with the Agrieulturnl
Bauk, anid more especially in the Bank's re-
lations to the group and soldier seltiers.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [5.1]: T do
not intend to speak at great length, but I
weleome the motion as it affords an oppor-
tunity to members to diseuss the problem
concerned. Tt will also provide the Min-
ister in confrol of group sctilement matters
with an epportunity to make a statement to
the House. Last vear we discussed the re-
port of the Royal Commission which investi-
gated the position of settlers in the South-
West. Tn some instances the commissioners
reported Favourably respecting the condi-
tions of the settlers, but, unfortunately, very
little effect has heen given to the recom-
mendations thut would have heen beneficial
to those who are on group holdings in the
South-West. T have with me a long report
trom a group settler giving his opinions of
the report of the Royal Commission and
their recommendations. The report is in-
formative, hut T zhall not weary the House
by reading what 1 vegard as a most interest-
ing document. I wish it could be handed to
“Hansard” for reproduction so that people
might know the position of group settlement
matters—through the eves of a group settler,

Mr. Sampson: Put the report on the
Table of the House.

Mr. WITHERS: For a eonsiderable
period the group seitlers in the South-West
have been right up azainst it. Their condi-
tions are much worse now than they were
when the Royal Commission investigated the
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position some time back. Before T proceed
with my vemarks, T wish to remove a mis-
apprehension regarding an interjection of
mine during the debate on group settlement
matters last vear, because that interjection
has been misinterpreted. The member for
Nelson (Mr. J. H, Smith}) was disenssing
the report of the Royal Commission and
stated that some of the settlers in the South-
West had practieally no clothes to wear, as
they were penniless and in distress. 1 inter-
jected that they would be forced to join the
nudists.  In the “Hansird” report my inter-
joction appeared as “They could join the
nudists.” 1 did not mean to be jocular, he-
canze 1 realised that what the member for
Nelson said was quite true. The settlers
were, in fact, reaching the stage at which
they would be practieally node, hecause they
bad no clothes to wear and no money with
which to replenich their wardrohes. Perhaps
1 am fortunate in huving one or two group
settletsents only in my electorate.  The
gettlers there ave of a good type, although
not seftled on the best of the group areas.
They have stuck to their task manfully and
very few of them have left their holdings or
have heen put off by the department.
Nevertheless, those who are on the blocks
are in a parlous condition to-day. TEwven
though the State inay not receive any in-
terest payments from them, the setilers are
better off on their blocks eking out an exist-
ence, than thev would be if foreed off their
holdings and placed nnder sustenance condi-
tions, [ have received n telegram from the
secretary of ome of the group settlers
organisations reading as follows:—

Aelvise you fully support Smith's recom-
mendation.  Commission uscless.  Position be-
coming intolerable financially.  Interest impos-
sible.  Most seltlers reduced breadline owing
inability provide sufficient fertiliser, Sugpgest
Parliaomentary committee tour settlement ob-
tin informaiion wctual position. Roads Abb:
River area alisgrace civilisation,

That telegram discloses the position of the
settlers in that part of my electoraie.  With
reference to the rosud problem in the Abba
River district, I am convineed that no other
area has been =0 hudly treated as has that
one. | have endeavoured to get something
done to provide roads to the Abba River
siding, s0 as to relieve the situation and
enable the settlers to get their produce to one
or other of the sidings in the district, There
has heen mueh adverse eriticism ol the
gelflers, bt 1 am sure that it has not always
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been justified. 1 have already pointed ot
that the settlers in my electorate are of a
good type, and had they been able to carve
out their own destiny with the aid of agri-
cultural assistanece hut with less depart-
mental eontrol, they would be in a better
position than they oceupy to-day. Toe mueh
control represents one of the drawbacks of
the Group Settlement Scheme and consti-
tutes one of the factors responsible for the
settlers not being able to make good. Con-
stantly oflicials advised, or rather il-advised
them as to what they should do und that led
to the settlers losing their senze of initiative.

They have been content to just pled
along, saying, ‘“What is the good of

improving our holdings if it is merely lett
to a departmental oflicial to sy that we
are not doing the right thing and that there-
fore, we shall not get any further assist-
ance?”  Some of {he settlers were told to
pay their interest charges and not to mind
abont superphosphate for that partienlar
vear. Fancy an officer telling settlers
to pursme that eourse! It mennt dis-
pensing with superphosplates essenlial for
top-dressing the pastures, which will go out
of existenee if they are not top-dressed year
by vear. It is fo the pastoves that the set-
tlers have to leok forward each year. 1
the settlers were to adopt the advice of the
official I have wmentioned, it would simply
mean that they would not be on their hold-
ings the following season. I know that the
position regarding the eapitalisation of holid-
ings is a diflicult one for the present or any
other Government to deal with. The aver.
age interest payments en the holdings in
my electorate would be in the vieinity of
£75 a year. The capitalisation on the gronp
blocks is £1,500, and, at 5 per cent., the in-
terest works out at the ligure | have men-
tioned.

Mr. MeLarty: What about compound in-
terest?

My, WITHERS: Yes, and aecommoda-
tion interest as well. The income of the
10- to 15-cow man would not be mueh wore
than £75 a vear. Jf the whole of his earn-
ings are to go in the payment of interest
charges, it smply means that the settler
will be left with no money to provide for
the maintenance of limself and his family.
The whole position is extremely diflicult and
worthy of serious consideration. Cuws were
bought in the Kastern States for £4 or £4
Hs, per head, and were laler solid to the set-
tlers al £15 per head. The inerensed price
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was due to the eharges involved in handling
and transporting the cattle from the Eastern
States to Western Australin.  Members can
imagine the feelings of the settlers who
were supplied with those rows two years azo
at £15 per head, when I intorm them that
they can go on to the seitlers’ holdings to-
day and purchase really mood pedigreed
stock at £7 or £8 per head. Members can
imaging what the position of the sertlers
would be if the price of ¢attle to-day were
anything like it was some fime back. 1 want
to draw the Minister’s attention to one mat-
ter, hecause I do not know whether it has
come under his notice. T have a copy of o
letter sent by the department to one settler
who offered to buy three group blocks for
cazh. The reply from the Agrienitural Bank
was—

T have to advise that vour amended offer of
£1,150 for locations 1878, 1879, and 1880 was

submitted to the Trustees, hut they are unable
to accopt it.

If the Trostees of the Agricultural Bank
received such an offer for the purchase of
three holdings iu respect of which thex have
been unable to sceure interest pavments, T
should have thought that they would have
heen well-udvised to aceept the cash. That
would have been the better course, rather
than continue endeavouring to secure inter-
est from settlers who would, in the end, be
foreed off their holdings. The settler who
made the offer bought the holding of an-
other settler, who was estahlished in the dis-
frict. Tt would have heen better to have
kept that partieular settler on his holding
and allowed the other man to have hought
the three group blocks he desired to secure.
I shall not deiay the House because T real-
ise that a Royal Commission has heen ap-
pointed to investigate the position rvegarding
the Agricultural Bank. and T trust that the
phases T have referred to will receive some
consideration. T eertainly think that the set-
tlers’ snggestion that a Parliamentary party
should visit the aroup areas te aseertain the
facts of the position for themselves, might
well be adopted. T an sure that i€ memhers
did make the visit, they would return fully
in sympathy with the position of the settlers
in the area I have in mind. T hope the Gov-
ernment will give serions consideration lo
the proposition advanced by the member [lor
Nelson.
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MR. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore) [510]:
There is nothing in the motion to
which anyvone cenld take exception. The
Govermuent, through the Minister respon-
sible, have always given serious considera-
tion to the interests of the dairy farmer. I
eannot imagine any Minister giving more
serious consideration to any subjeet than
the present Minister for Lands gave to the
dairy farmers of the South-West when he
was previously in office; and T may say the
present Leader of the Oppesition, when

Minister for Lands, did the same. So
there is no reason whyv we shounld not
approve the wmofion. But it seems to
me there are certain ways in which we

might do something to assist those enpaged
in dairving in the South-West, in their re-
lation to the Agricultural Bank, and more
especially in the bank’s rvelation to group
settlers, The Government with which I was
associafed appoiuted a2 Roval Commission
to investigate the problems of those set-

tlers. That was iu vesponse to an insistent
demand that an investigation should be
made.  Tn the report of that Commission

are one or two passages very pertinent to
the question, and so T should like briefly o
refer to them, One statement made hy the
Commission was as follows:—

From cvidence received and inspeetions made
we have formed the opinion that the manage-
ment and fertilising of pastures leaves much
to he desired, but the pioneering difficnlties in
the heaviiy timbered country on which most of
the settiements are located must he considered,
together with the ravages of pasture pests.
While the majority of the scttlers are noé
treating their pastures properly, mueh remaing
to he learnt regarding the most cfficient
methods of wmanagement.

Here is another statement from the same
SOUTEC—

Over-stocking, neglect to elean up the fallen
debris and remove new growth of serub and
weeds. Inek of harrowing and top-dressing, and
the failure to graze, systematically aecount
mainly for the present unsatisfactory results
on most holdings. Fridence was given that the
failure to top-dress was due to fhe poor cir-
camstances of the settier, and this doubtless
was true, but it does not absolve him for the
negleet to keep the pastures in good order and
to graze them systematizally. At the same
time further subdivision of paddocks is very
neeessary on many holdings.

Further on, the report states—

The haundling and management of stock hy
a large number of settlers are not of a high
order, many heing entirely unsuitable for the
Tife of n dairvy farmer.
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In reference to pasture pests, the Commis-
sion said this— :

These represent a  diflienlt problem, the

solution of which will make the lot of mauny
scttlers more contented. The pests, particu-
arly the red-legged carth mite and the clover
apring-tail, are playing havoc on numerous
holdings.
On another page the Commission, diseus-
sing 2 report made by AMr., Wigan, the Com-
monwealth butter grader, said under the
heading of “Dairy Farm Inspeetion and In-
struction”—

"These appear to me to be the chicf needs at
fhe present time in Western Australia, more
‘gspecially the instructional work. In faet, T
fm sure it would pay the factory companies
to employ instructors to visit their cream sup-
pliers and to assist any work of the Depart-
sont of Agriculturc officers in this direction,

Those passages convey to the House the
impressions of the Royal Commissioners re-
garding some of the difficulties under whigh
the settlers carry on their operations. It is
because I think the Government can do a
great deal more to assist them by expert in-
struction, that I have read those passages.
A large number of the setilers were inex-
perienced when placed upon their holdings.
A great deal of instruction was given them
by expert officers of the Deparfmment of
Agrienlture, and it iz bhecause of that in-
strnetion they have been able to de
as well as they have, although they have not
done as well as we could wish. If the Gov-
ernment wish ta put the dairy industry on a
salid basis, they could do no hetter work
than by inereasing the number of seientific
-.expert officers attached to the Department
of Agriculture, so that the scttler mayv get
the benefit of their advice. Not onlv does
that apply to memhers of the dairy branch
of the department, hut also to the veterinary
branch, On every farm there are cows, but
there should be pigs and poultry as well,
and since we have a lot of animal diseases
prevalent in this country the need for addi-
tional velerinary advice to the seftlers is
very marked. All the officers of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture are doing their hest to
assist the settlers in solving the problems
‘that confront them, hut with the limited
:staff available the department is not able
‘1o do fjustice to the large numhber of seftlers,
sparticnlarty in the South-West.  Western
"Aunstralia wants to see those settlers make
rood. In the interests of the seftlers, of the
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country and of the Empire as a whole, we
have (o see that those settlers make a suc-
cess of the work they have undertaken, and
it is only by receiving this expert advice anid
instruction that they are going to make
good. Tt is a faet that during the last 40
or 30 vears scientific agrienltnrists, as well
as practical agriculturists, have devoted
most of their time, attention and training
to developing cereal produetion, while pans-
ture products have not been concentrated
upon to the same extent. As a result, we
have done remarkably well in eereal pro-
duction, but in pasture production we have
lagged far hehind other ¢ountries. The Old
Country, which provides one of the best
markets for the output of our agricultural
industry, is importing seven times as
mueh produce from pastures as from
cereals, indicating that there 1is a
bigger market there for the products
of pastures. Another way in which
the House and the Government eould assist
the settlers would be by helping them fto
market their eommodities after they have
produced them, On that point the Rowal
Commission made these remarks —

In many quarters there is a strong feeling
against any interfercnce with private enter-
prise in marketing, and certainly no new Gov-
ernment trading concorn should bhe set up:
but Governments in {he past have by their
policy created artificially-made £arms on which
millions of the taxpayers’ moncy have been
spent. To carry the programme to a logical
conclusion, the Government should take the
keenest interest in the marketing side of the
industry by granting statutory powers to en-
able it to be carvied on in the most economical
and efficient manner, so that the whole scheme
may come to full fruition

Many group settlers claimed that markets
were promised for their produce. Any author-
ity that is set up should be financed by the
producers themselves. The chairman, chosen
by the Government, should be a puhlic-spirited
business man, not necessarily connected with
the industry, hut having a full knowedge of
business, commcereial and  hanking practice.
The technieal knowledge needed could he sup-
plied by representatives ecleeted from the pro-
Adueers and manafacturers, the produeers hav-
ing the majority vote,

In regard to that, we have done a little by
providing legislation under which the whole
milk seetion of the producers in this terri-
tory ecan market their commodity, and T ven-
ture the opinion that although the experi-
ment is in its initial stages it has heen a
wonderful success and of considerable bene-
fit to the producers. But we ought to go
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further and give them other lemislution on
similar lines under which they will be able
fo market the rest of their commodities.
The Roval Commission recommended that,
the producers themselves are askine for it,
and I am sure the Government could mater-
lally assist the settlers by providing in-
crensed facilities wherehy they could market
their produce in a more orderly manner,
more economiclly and with considerable
benefit and satisfaction to themselves. The
Royul Commission also recommended as fol-
lows—

Your Commissioncrs are convinced thai the
present method of group settlement adminis-
trativn leaves much to be desired.  Muel of
the failure in the past can he traced to the
unwieldy systein that has obtained
Greater decentralisation is necessary, and more
authority should be given te the seniov officer

of each district, wha should then be held re-
sponsible for obtaining satisfactory results.

On receipt of this report from the Commis-
sion, the late Government did something in
that regard, and I helieve it has had a bene-
ficial result for the settlers. The Commis-
sion also recommended that interest should
be reduced to a maximum of 5 per cent.
That was done by the late Government, and
the Minister yesterday told us what percent-
age of it was being collected. So it does
not matter much what percentage they are
being charged, if they do not pay it. If the
dairy industry is to achieve sueccess, that
suecess will be brought about by an appre-
ciation in the world’s markets of the value
of dairy produce, I am afraid there iz not
very much hope of a permanent improve-
ment until that appreciation comes ahout.
There are some signs in that direction al-
ready. For instance, wool shows a consider-
aple improvement in valune, and I neticed
in the Press to-day it is estimated that the
first wool sale in Western Australia this
season will be about 40 per cent. higher than
the first sale in 1932, Let us hope the same
appreciation in valnes will apply to the eom-
moedities produced in the Scuth-West, but-
ter, bacon, eggs and so on. While I think
much can be done by governmental insfitu-
tions to assist the settlers, there are some
ways in which they can assist themselves, I
have some figures relating to the pure-bred
herd testing work being done by the dairy-
ing branch of the Department of Agricul-
ture. It is interesting to note that the own-
ers of pure bred herds, who can conserve a
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reasonable amount of fodder, are the people
who have heen able to make a suecess of the
industry.  Grade herd testing has rvecently
heen gtavted in the South-West, and T am cer-
tain that it will have to be extended in every
possible wav. It is only by testing the in-
dividual eows in a herd that the owners ean
tell which are the passengers, and
whichk are the cows worth keeping. By
means of testing, the owners can goe in for
a vigorous policy of culling. With the assist-
anee of the Government, many high-grade
bulls have been introduced into the herds,
and a better tyvpe of heifer is being bred
than was the case a few years ago, By keep-
ing the best beifers and culling the unprofit-
able units of a herd, [ am eertain that the
owners in course of time will be able to re-
cord an appreciable increase in the output
per ¢cow. Between 1024 and 1932 herd test-
ing of pure bred herds was carried on in
this State. To produee one gallon of milk
the feed cost 3.07d. per gallon, whereas in
1932, when the cows were producing only
734 per cent, more milk, the cost of the feed
was reduced to 3.76d, per gallon, a redue-
tion of approximately 25 per cent. In the
case of butter fat, the cost of the feed ta
produce one pound of butter fat betweem
1924 and 1932 was 10.57d. per pound,
whereas in 1933 it was 8.21d. per pound, &
reduction of approximately 22 per cent.

The Minister for Lands: In the price of
butter?

Mr, FERGUSON: In the cost of the feed
to produce one pound of buiter fat. The
producers of butter fat and milk are not as
badiy off as some other sections of people
engaged in primary production, because the
reduction in the cost of the feed to produce
their commodity is now approximately on 2
par with the drop in the value of theiv
butter fat and milk.  South-West farm-
ers must realise that although there
has been a big drop in the value
of their produets in the markets of
the world, there has been a drop of very
nearly the same amount in the eost of the
feed.

Mr. McLarty: Thev de not seem much
better off, do they?

Mr. FERGUSON; The average value of
hutter fat hetween 1921 and 1931 was Is.
63d. per th, and in 1932 it was 1s. 2d. per
lb., a rvedurtion of 24 per cent. The cost
of the feed to produce 1 1b. of butter fa¥
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has dropped 22 per eent, compared with @
drop of 24 per cent. in the value of the cum-
modity itself. ‘That is not a great differ-
ence. Amongst the pure bred herds that have
been tested, it appears that the re-
duetion in the eost is largely duwe to
the use of silage, meadow hay, or the con-
servation of fodders producwl on the pro-
perty. 1t is only hy the production of fewmd
on the farm that herd owners ave going o
cut down the cost per gallon of milk or per
Ib. of butier fut. They musi produce more
and huy less. Amongst the herds that were
Leing tested, and were receiving silage, the
eost of butter fat was 7.87d. per Ih,, while
in the case of those that were not receiving
any silage the cost of the feed was 9.62d.
per lb., indicating the necessity for the pro-
vision of silage in getting down to hedrock
costs in the production of hutter fat. These
figures show that the herds that were veeciv-
ing silage produced butter at 22 per cent.
less cost than in the ense of herds not re-
ceiving silage, not in the actual production
per Ib. of hutter tat hut in the cost of the
feed mnecessary lo produce that pound of
butter fat. I noticed in eonnecetion with the
recently conducted daivy furms competition,
inaugurated by the Anstralian Dairy Coun-
¢il in this State, aml for which no less than
70 entries were received, that in almozt every
case, aceording to the report of the judges,
the production of butfer fat per acre was
creater where the amount of fodder con-
served per cow was af a high ratio.  Tu those
farms where very little fodder was conserved
the cost of prodoction in every instance was
wgreater and the preduction per acre was
less. 1 am now speaking of those farns and
those herds that were actually judged,
or were under test. So far as the State as
a whole is concerned, the same thing ap-
plies. In 1928-28 we were milking 69,000
cows, which produced 5,051,088 lbs. of but-
ter. In 1932 we were milking 113,932 cows,
which produced 11,261,102 Ib=. of hutter,
The number of cows inerensed by 65 per
cent., and the ¢uantity of butter inereased
by 122 per cent. This indieates that our
dairymen are fast coming to realise that they
must supply fodder to their cows if thev
are going fo secure increased il econoni-
cal production. T believe this matter i=
largely in the hands of the dairvmen them-
selves. They ean do a lot to help  them-
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selves, mt reqguire sympathetic assistance
trom the institntion that is tinaneing them,
assistanee from the Pepartment of Agrieul-
ture, and ussistance at the hands of Parlia-
ment to enable fhem to market their com-
modities economically. To indicate how
necessary it is thai every dairy farmer in
the State should adoept the system of sys-
tematic calling from his herd—he ean anly
do that through herd testiug—I should like
to give some details that 1 gleaned from the

reports  coneerning  successful  Vieforian
dairymen. This was in connection with the

testing ecarrvied out by a Grade Herd Asso-
clation in Victoria during the last few years,
The fignres ave very illuminating. During
the first year of testing, 1928, the butter fat
production per cow was 150 lbs. In 1929
the production rose to 185 lbs. per eow, he-
cause the farmers had starvted to eull from
their lierds and to find ocut which were their
unprofitable units. In 1930 the fizure rose
to 210 Ihs. per eow, and in 1931 it rose to
256 1hs. of butter fat per cow. The value
of butter fat was something like 1s. per Ih.
For the fom wears, 1928-1931, in that Herd
Testing Association, the increase in butter
fat per cow was 1006 Ibs, which at 1s. per
h. for every eow in the association, hrought
the value of that cow up fo £5 6s. per annum
more to the owner than the cow was worth
in 1928, prior to the inaugnration of the
herd testing system, Butter fat to-day in

this State 1s worth a little less
than  1s. per 1bh.  Suppose we gave
it a value of 94, and our herd

fusting indieated to us that we could increase
the production per cow by 106 s, of butter
fat, it wonld add considerably to the value
of our herds comparved with the value as it
stands to-day. This spells the difference he-
tween suceess and failure. The matter is
largely in the hands of the daivymen, They
must take advantage of the position, but
cannot do it unless the Minister for Agri-
enlture sees to it that thev are given every
opportunity to get tons of nssistance and
tons of expert and seientifie advice. That
advice must be pumped into the dairymen
from Monday morning until Saturday night,
when they will no doubt begin to assimilate
it.  When that time comes, we may look for
suceess in the Bouth-West, and possibly
Western Australia will get some return from
the millions that have heen spent in the de-
velopment of that portion of the State.
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MER. TONEIN (North-East Fremantle)
[540]: I have had considerable experience
of group settlements, and have spent some
time in studying the condition of the settlers,
and in forming an opinion as to their ulti-
mate outlook. I must confess that in the
case of the majority there is no hope for
them.

Mr. Thorn: It will not help them for you
to say so.

Mr. TONKIN: I hope before I sit down
I may be able to suy something which will
icad to their having some hope. The State
is expecting them to do almost the impos-
sible. Hope deferred maketh the heart sick.
The more hopeless the position becomes for
these people, the less efficient work can they
do, and the worse their position becomes
senerally, Even on the show farms in the
groups the settlers eannot pay their interest
bills. 1 hope the Minister will give the
House some fizures bearing on that question.
I do not know whether it is genevally nnder-
stoed, but the majority of the groups have
what are known as show farms; show blocks
nenr the homestead. YWhen visitors go to a
group, they naturally pay more attention to
the blocks nearest to them. It was fo the
interests of the foremen to see that the
bloeks nearest to hand looked the bhest. The
creat bulk of the work was done on the
blocks nearest the home block. They were
almost alwaxs the most forward of the
blocks, and had the best crops of oats upon
them. If new machinery was sent down,
the first man to get the use of it was the
settler on the home block or the block near
by. It was common talk amongst the settlers
that “‘this is something else for the home
Mock.” The home block received the hest
cows, Some ot the cows on the group settle-
ments wonld not produce a pint of milk at
one milking. They were chavged up to the
seftlers at from £15 to £18 a head, but when
in full milk would noi vield a pint at a
milking. The seftlers were expected to
breed up cows from animals like that.

Mr. Sampson: They would not stand up
to the test.

Mr. TONKIN: In the majority of cases
there was no test. The animals were bought
up somewhere aud bundled on to the groups.
The show blecks received the best of every-
thing. The foreman desired the best appenr-
ance to be put on the secene. Even on the
show blocks, whrere the setflers have had the
hest of treatment and econsideration they

871

eannot pay the interest on the capital cost,
much as that has been written down. I have
1 number of blocks in mind and I intend
to find out just where those people are who
are paying interest. Good conscientious
settlers with grown-up sons and capital of
their own went into the business on show
blocks; they had every inducement and every
assistance, and vyet they cannot pay their
wuy. If they are not able to pay their way,
what chance is there for the man on an avert
ure holding who received no extra attention
or anything in the nature of special treat-
ment.  From a chance remark made by the
Mipister the other evening when he men-
tioned the amount of interest that was paid
last year, [ immediately came to the eon-
clusion that very little interest was now
being c¢ollected from the group settlers,

Myr. Thorn: One per cent.

Mr. TONKIN: I suppose those who are
paying that interest would he the men on the
show Dloeks. The position of the settlers
is ubsolutely hopeless and this country will
have to make good the loss, anyway. If we
keep the settlers there and they do not pay
thelr interest, because they cannot pay if,
the country, having borrowed the money,
mast find the interest. So we might just as
well investigate the position and find out
whether there is a pavable basis upon which
we can work. The sooner we do that the
better will it be for the whole ecuntry, be-
eause we shall then be able to say to those
people, “We realise that you are up against
a tough proposition; this is the basis we
think you should work on and we consider
vou shonld be able to pay your way on that
basis’*  That would give them some hope,
and we would get a better return. We have
hundreds of blocks of the type T have de-
scribed, and it is not asking iton much fo
request the (fovernment to carry out experi-
ments on some of them. Tt is all very fine
for people to say, “Why do they not pay
their interest?” Let us see whether we ean
agsist them to pay their interest. Let us put
a few experienced farmers on some of the
blocks with the cows that are already there.
and tell them to carry on under condi-
tions similar to those under which other
settlers ave expected to work, and see
whether they ean meet their obligations.
T repeat that in any ease if the men are to
remain on their holdings, in the slongh of
despond, the country must meet the interest
pavments on the money raised. Thus we
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might as well say straight away that we will
investigate the position to try and put it on
a payable basis and so give the settlers some
chance for the future. I support the motion.

MR. LATHAM (York) [350]: I ex-
pected the member for XNorth-East Pre-
wantle would put up some proposal where-
by we might provide a ray of hope for the
people engaged in the dairying industry of
the South-West. What he told the House
the Minister already knows, The question
of intcrest does not come into the matter.
The settlers to-day are not paying their in-
terest, so it has no effect on the position.
The Minister told ua what he had collected
for the last half year. The main thing for
the present Government to do—and indeed
it has been done by every other Government
—is to see that the settiers get enough food
to eat and clothes to wear, The Government,
this or any other, must not take their pound
of flesh when giving consideration to other
matters. The small amount of money that
the Minister said had been collected should
clearly illustrate that it is not at all a yues-
tion of interest. It is no use going over the
whole ground that we have traversed year
after year., ~We have had investigations
made and everyone of us, irrespective of the
puolitieal views held, has been through these
areas and has realised that the proposition
is a pretty tough one. I am going to make
this propesal: it is unfair for any section
of the community to be asked to produece
an article and sell it at a loss. We shounld
fix the price of butter at a figure that shounld
enable the settlers to pay their way. We
shounld aseertain exactly what it costs to
produce a pound of butter under up to date
conditions and with the right person in con-
trol. By the right person I mean a man
who knows his job. I do not suggest that
we should experiment, as was proposed by
the member for North-East Fremantle, be-
cange we know that immediately the Govern-
ment start to make farming part of their
business, it will be very costly for the State.

Mr. Tonkin: Put some private individual
in charge.

Mr. LATHAM: I will leave it to the Gov-
ernment to seleet the right type of men to
put in confrol in the various districts. and
in this way it should be possible for us to
ascertain exactly what it costs to- produce
utter. e aave reached the stage that we
are now providing all the hutter that the
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State requires, having due regard to certain
periods when we have shortages, and other
periods when we are (lush and then export
the surplus. Taking it on an average, we
can produce enough to supply our own re-
quirements. We bave no desire that the
worker should sell his labour for less than
it costs him to keep himself in a degree of
comfort; that is to say, the basis fixed by
the Avbitration Court. We have no right
to ask people down there, who carry on an
important natural industry om which we
have spent an enormous sum of money, to
produce an article and sell it at a loss. It
would be a had business arrangement to pro-
vide a bonus such as we have had to do dur-
ing the last two or fhree years, We have
had to pay the settlers to remain on their
holdings. We should say to these people,
“These farms are capable of producing so
much; we shall fix the price of butter, and
that will enable you to earn your living and
pay your interest.” The member for Norfh-
East Fremantle rightly said that if the set-
tlers do not pay thelr interest, the taxpayers
will have to pay it. The Treasurer has to
find inlerest on the money he has borrowed,
and whether it comes from that channel or
from some other souree, it has to be paid. If
we place these men in the position that they
know they will get 30s. or Whatever the basis
may be, and if they improve their stock, as
suggested by the member for Jrwin-Moore,
so that they will inerease their returns, we
shall establish a basis wherehy the settlers
will have a chance. After all, the people
there are of the same flesh and bleod as our-
selves, and they are workers, as are any
other elass. Thus they should be given some
consideration.

Mr. 3ampson: And they have to work un-
limited hours.

Mr. LATHAM : Dairying is one of those
jsbs that anyone who takes it on soon real-
ises cannot be done in eight or ten hours
each day. T admit it is not laborious, bhut
it is exacting work; it is a really full-time
job. Whatever I possess in this world to-
day i1z due to my earlv association with
dairying, and if I see a enw while I am walk-
ing along, T am not ashamed to raise my
hat to it. T am aware of what has happened
in some instances in the Sonth-West. Men
have hecome careless and have milked their
cows as late as 11 o'clock in the morning.

Mr. McLarty: Not many.
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Mre, TATHAM: Will the hon. mem-
ber say that there are no sueh instances?
I can tell him of one oecasion when I asked
why cows were being milked at that hour of
the day. The settlers told me that they had
had a night out. Cows must have attention
at regular bours, and they must be milked
fwice n day on seven days a week.

Mr. Tonkin: Some cows give about a pint
of milk,

Mr., LATHAM: T have seen all types of
cows on our dairy farms, but [ know of
very few that would unly give o pint of milk.
Naturally, if they do nol get atteution, the
cows will not give any milk.

Mr. Tonkin: T know of & seitler who
milketdt five eows and who barely filled a
24-grallon bucket.

Mr. LATHAM: 1T will admit there are
some ¢ows which, under some of the condi-
tions that existed in the South-West, would
not Five any milk. T have seen the ground
as bare as the fable in front of me; 1 have
seen tows licking bits of paper off a wire
netting fence. It is impossible to get milk
Erom a cow unless that cow is fed. We
have imported a good class of cows for some
time past, but we know that they require
culling from time to time.

Mr. Lambert: The settlers too, require
<ulling from time to time.

Mr. LATHAM: T admit that there are
good and bad settlers.

AMr. Lambert: And that vou should cull
them for a start.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 am afraid that the
group settlement secheme was responsible for
our putting on the land men who, though
they might have been good land workers, had
prohably no idea of the eow hushandry side.
[ heurd the member for Sussex the other
day make a statement abont gome settlers
that we have pat on the land during the lasi
two vears. I have felt very proud of the
work they have done, but T warn the Min-
ister that I still feel a little concerned re-
garding them. They have done ihe joh we
asked them to do and have done it very
well, but will they make dairvmen?  That
iz the question we have fo ask ounrselves. A
man whe has lived all his life in ihe hash
‘may be an expert axeman. lie may be able
to clear land at half the usual cost and he
may he able to plongh and seed well, hut
when it comes to milking cows, he may not
have the requisite patience and may not he
fitted for the work. Tt is diffieult to find
an all-round man., When such a big scheme
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was inaugurated, partieularly as it included
putting on the land a large number of men
from the Old Country devoid of any ex-
perience, it was hardly to be expected that
we would get 100 per cent. of successes, 1
believe that to-day we can provide all the
material required to man the farms. In the
South-West we have the right kind of mate.
rinl,  We have a better choice of men than
ever before. There are men who would pro-
bably make bad eclearers but would make
zood  dairyien, However, 1 warn any
man who underiakes the life of a dairyman
that he has to he preparved to stiek to it,
work long hours and suffer the inconveni-
ences that all dairymen have to endure—the
incenveniences of geing ont in all kinds of
weather bath in the early morning and late
at night. e should not have to stick to
the job al his life. When conditions were
had in New South Wales, almost as had as
they vould he, T made sufficient money to
enable me to rome io Western Australia. I
do not suggest that a man with his wife and
family should continue at dairving all their
lives: the point is that while they are cu-
eaged in the industry, they must be pre-
pared to submit to the inconvenienees in-
separable from the industry. When they
produce bniter, we on our parct should pay
a rensonable price for it. That is the rem-
edy for many of the difficulties now heing
experienced. We have no right to expect
the people in the South-West to continue
suffering hardships while we arve getting hut-
tor for 1s. 3d, or 1s. 4d. a lb.

The Minister for Mines: Similar butter in
England eosts Sd. or 9d. a Ib.

Mr, LATHAM : That has always been the
experience. We also send onr best mutton
and fruit to England where they are sold at
less than the loeal prices. I do noft know
liow we eould remedy that eondition of
affairs.

The Minister for Mines: Not by increas-
ing the price of butter here to 1s. 9d. a 1b.

Mr. Sampsen: The farmer has to pay
through the neck for all he needs.

Mr. LATHAM: Let us pay another 3d.
per 1b. for our butter, and if we do that, we
zhall have found a cure for many of our
difficulties, provided we give consideration
also to the personal equation, I feel sure
thai that is where the solution lies. I believe
that the land is all right.

The Minister for Lands: I reeall having
heen told before that the setilers were all
right and the land was all right.
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Mr. LATHAM: The cattle arc all right
and I helieve the settlers are ull right.

Mr. Tonkin: Then what is wrong?

Mr. LATHAM: The prices arve too low.
We are asking the settlers to sell their eom-
modities at prices roughly equal to half the
cost of production. It is the same as asking
the working man to sell his labour for half
its value,

Mr, Wansbrough :
profit?

Mr. LATHAM: The people who ure buy-
ing the produce. The hon. member knows
that very well. He has becu told the story
repeatedly, and he is cognisant of the diffi-
culty. Let us see if we sannot provide the
solution. Continuned talking will not get us
anywhere. The Minister for Lands and the
Minister for Agriculture have had experi-
ence, they know the trouble, but they cannot
rectify it unless they receive authority from
Parhament to fix the prices for the com-
modities those people are producing, thus
enabling them to carn a living.

Who is getting the

MR. LAMBERT (Yiigarn-Coolgardie)
[6.4]: I do not know that we should he un-
prepared to support the motion.

Mr. Hegney : Are there any eows at
Southern Cross?

Mr, LAMBERT : A lot; otherwise T
would not be speaking on the motion. Prob-
ably every member is prepared to support
legislation that would lead to a betterment
of the condittons of dairying in the South-
West. I was particularly interested in the
speech of the member for Irwin-Moore (Mr.
Ferguson), who gave us some valaable
statistics. Possibly the Royal Commission,
Just appeinted to inguire into certain aspeels
of the Agricultural Bank, could ¢ompass the
investigation sought by the member for
Nelson,

Mr. Sampson: Judging by the remarks of
the member for North-East Fremantle, all
the settlers would he culled.

Mr. LAMBERT: It should be borne in
mind that any investigation will not have the
effeet of putting back the clock or of erasing
the mistakes of the past, Admittedly, mis-
takes were made in initiating the scheme, in
earrying it through, and in the subsequent
administration, but no investigation, how-
ever comprehensive, could erase those mis-
takes. If the Government had spent on
water eatchments in the wheat areas 50 per
cent, of the amount expended in the Soutk-
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West, we would he produecing a much greater
quantify of butter fat than is heing pro-
duced in the South-West,

Mr. J. H. Smth: But that would be for
ouly three or tour months of the year.

Mr. LAMBERT: With water eonserva-
tton, cusilage and other up-to-date methods,
the wheat areas would have been producing
morve butter. However, it is useless to hold
an inquest at this stage. The monev has
been spent, and it is for our advisers to
show how we can put the industry on a
better footing.

Mr. Ferguson: The cheapest produetion I
quoted was at Kwlja, in the heart of tho
wheaf, belt.

Mr. LAMBERT: That s so. Our pro-
ducers should have been encouraged to en-
guge to a larger extent in mixed farming,
but instead of that we have encouraged
wheat farmers with little or no ecapital fo
zamble, first on the scason and then on the
price of the commodity, and we have always
slipped in respect to both. Sooner or later
we shall have to realise that the first essen-
tial after putting people on the land is fo
feed them. As the member for lrwin-doore
said, they must have food and they must
have elothing, and such provision ean hest
be assured by Fostering  mixed furming.
That iz the only selution of the difliculty, 1
hepe that before any further eapital money
is expended on holdings in the South-West,
whatever their merits may be, that phase of
the question witl be considered. From what
I have seen in the wheat areas, I am satis-
fied that settlers with a few eows, pigs and
poultry can aiways feed themselves,

My, Thorn: They have not all their ezes
in one hasket.

AMr. LAMBERT: That is so. Yeb in my
distriet the Government are actually provid-
ing sustenance for wheat farmers, There
should be no need to do that in anv disteiet
that has an adequate water supply, hecausc
the farmers ought to be able te run sheep,
cattle, pigs and poaltry.

Mr. Hezney: And rahbits.

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member max
regard the adequate feeding of people flip-
pantly, but T da not. When the enpboard
is empty, it is a serious matter. The hon.
membher sheuld visit some of those areas 1o
appreciate the conditions under which men
and women ave working, and then eompare
their lot with that of other penple in the
metropolitun area who are on Lhe hread
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line. | lope the Govermnent realize that
greater production can come from the wheat
aveas, There is a prospeet of doubling wvr
trebling the export of hutter, if ouly we
ntilise the cantehment arcas that are avail-
able. At pregent farmers eart water for
distances up to 40 miles. and vet we have
some of the finest granite catehments that
only require harnes=inz. ln my disirict are
30 or 40 such eatehments which could he
harnessed tn give the farmers an adequate
water supply. The farmers wonld then he
spared the necessity for spending 10 to 20
per eent. of their time in earfing water. 1
suppart the motion. I helieve the membor
for Nelson reatises that nll T have said nbout
the wheat arens is true. and iz not in the
slightest degree intended tn dizcount his
foreeful argnment for an investigation that
will assist to put the all-important induns-
try of dairying on a sonnder footing. The
industry has cost the State mmeh: it hns
damned the ambition and dashed fthe hopes
of many men who have engaged in it, and if
any useful pnrpose can he served hy pass-
ing the motion, members should certainly
support it.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pom.

[The Deputy Speaker took ihe (hair.]

MR. WANSBROUGH (Albany) [7.32]:
I helieve that every member realises the seri-
ons position of the South-Western dairy
farmer, and the =ame remark applies to
every primavy producer in Western Austra-
lia. Personally, T am not one of those who
hold that we have over-produced. TRather
am I inclined to helieve that under-con-
sumption represents the preater part of our
trouble, and that much might bhe done
throngh the Agrienltural Bank to nssist
dairy farmers. Little interest is taken by
that institution in the selling of the dairy
farmer’s stock and in the disposal of his
pigs and so forth. To-day u dairy farmer
with half a dozen pigs for sale has fo find
his own market. As soon as he does put
the piga in the market, the Agricultural
Bank says to the agent, “We require the
cheque for thase pigs.” That being zo, the
Agricultural Bank should take some hand in
the markefing of the stork and should pro-
tect the producer in the marketing. My
view is that in the past the trusteez have
heen rather ten liberal in handing out ad-
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vances. Many seitlers are now, az a result,
unable to pay interest. I have here a state-
ment by a soldier settler; in faet, I have
several such statements, but T shall read this
one to show what is the position confront-
ing these unfortunate people. The settler
in question hecame an Agricnltural Bank
client in 1914-15. Before I proceed, let me
make it clear that he has only 21 acves of
land. In 1914-15 the Agricultural Bank
advanced him £75. In September of 1915
he enlisted and went to the Fronf. During
his absence, of course, the bhank protected
his property; but immediately upon his re-
tuenr they issned o notice threatening a writ,
The settler was then transferred to the sol-
dier setller group, and was given a further
advance of £318—on 21 avres of land. To-
day he does not owe the Agrienltural Bank
one penny ol interest. e has kept his in-
terest paid up, and has also paid off a eer-
tain amount of the prineipal, During the
vears 1921-1033 he has returned to the Agri-
cultura! Bank oe less a sum than £444 14s.
4d.  And vet his outstanding debt is £270
on 21 aeres of land. Tt means that up to
date the land has cost him £21 per aere. {f
he continues to pay interest for the next
ten years as he has done in the past, the
freehold of the land will cost him £40 per
acre. Under sucl eonditiens it is impossible
for any settler te continne, much less to
sueceed; and there are hundreds of sinvlav
cages. Over-advaneing has been the trouble,
and to-day the hank is demanding the pay-
ment of interest on the wlole debt. The
Alinister will say that the Agrienltural Bank
1z not demanding interest payments, but 1
have here a notice to that cffect issued by
the bank as lotely as the 5th of the eurrent
month. The settler therein referred to has
heen in the habit of handing over to the
Agricultural Bank his cheque for every see-
ond can of cream goiny to the factory, this
representing about £6 per month. TUnder
preseni condittons a settler who pays £6
interest monthly is not doing badly. TUn-
fortunately this settler has received a final
notice from the hank, us T have mentioned.
T eomsider that in the eiveumstances the trus-
tees are going n litéle hevond themselves.

Mr. Doney: But yout are plainly not tell-
ing all the story.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : This gettler is pax-
ing an average of £6 a month interest, and

has been doing so for some time; hut the
hank trustees are not satisfied. -
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AMr. Doney: If you were felling all the
story, the bank would not he putting him
woff.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: T do not desire to
mislead the House in any way. 1 am ztat-
ing the cnse as it has heen told to me. ]
know the settler in question well. He is a
rman with a large family, and is doing his
hest. To pay the accumulaied bank interest
within the next 19 days would mean the sac-
rifice of all his stock. 1 regard the demand
as too severe on a man who has horne the
heat and burden of the day. This settler
has never atfempted to mislead the Agricul-
tural Bank authorities. In faect, he has been
‘the other way round—too honest.

Mr. Stubbs: We ought to get his photo-
wraph.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : On every occasion
he has placed a truthful statement before
the bank. The bank are receiving one half
his income each month, and yet they have
demanded payment of all hiz hack interest,
failing which a writ is to 1ssue within the
next 19 days.  No wonder South-Western
settlers are beecoming uneasy. I am inclined
to agree with the statement of the Leader of
the OQpposition that the time has arrived
when there should be some system of price-
fixing, not only for butter fat, bhut for all
products. It is not reasenable to expect any
man to produce a commodity for less than
cost price. These seftlers shonld receive at
least their cost of production. I helieve that
the Royal Commission recently appeinted
will do all that the motion asks, and I do
not think this House should direet the Clov-
ernment to do something more pending the
Royal Commission’s investigation.

Mr. Marshall : The eavryving of this motion
will not do mueh harm.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: No; but it repre-
sents a direction to the Minister.

Mr. Marshall: It merely asks for eon-
sideration.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: : T believe the Royal
Commission will present a useful report. In
the meantime, the Government should not he
asked to do anything further.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. T. Troy—>Mt. Magnet) [7.41]: I have
no objection to the motion. However, all
that the motion asks is heing done. Every
consideration iz being given to the se‘tlers.
Tt cannot be escaped, becanse every day
there are letters coming to the department
which must be attended to, and thess letters
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bear upor every aspect of the subject. Not
only urgent ronsideration, but everv eon-
sideration 13 given fo settlers in the South.
Wesl anet everywhere else.  If a Mwster is
tn do his job, that cannot be avoided,
whether it is pleasant or unpleasant. I re-
peat, what the motion asks is being done;
and more eannot he done. I have no right
to raise anv objection to members moving
motions of this echaracter and discussing
them, for this is a deliberative Assembly,
and in any undertaking in which the Gov-
ernment are concerned members are con-
cerned, and therefore have a right to dissnss
them here; but T want to say, at the zame
time, that no words uttered here ean help
the settlers in the least. T think T may
claim the virtue that in respect of land
settlement T have spoken my opinions all
along, nnd 1 propose to do so to-night.
These motions do no good. They entirely
mislead the settler, giving him a hope that
discussions here will help him, whereas they
cannet  help him at all.  In giving the
settler a belief that these motions can help
him, hon. members lead him to depend upon
agitation to get results which it eannot pro-
duce, instead of his puotting his heart into
his work. T want hon. members to view the
position with a sense of responsibility, anid
to realise that while the present Govern-
ment have the main responsibility for the
time being, every party must take its share
of the respousibility. I want hon. members
to reatise that if this cquestion of land set-
tlement, in whieh so mueh money is involved,
is to be disenssed with a desire to help the
gsettlers, there must be a new sense of re-
sponsibility. It is no use hon, members
pretending that they can help the seitlers
b¥ motions of this kind, for they cannot do
s0; and there is very grave danger that somd
settlers may be led to believe that they can
get results by agitation, whereas they can
get them only by work and industry and
economy. FExcept on those standards a
people cannot be built up. If hon. members
think they may gef a temporary advantage
by telling settlers they ean be helped by
speeches or tales, still at hest that advantage
ean he but temporary, and pot permanent.
T can assure them of that. No permanent
good ean rvesult from such proceedings to
the settlers or to the State. T propose #o
reply to some of the remarks made this
evening. I preface my comments by stating
that the administration of land settlement
to-day is on the lines adopted by previous
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Governments. The administration has not
been altered one jot, and for this reason,
that it cannot he altered. The whole ad-
ministration of land settlement and group
settlement is under the control of the Agri-
cultural Bank. - Tt was placed under the
control of that institution by the previous
Governmeni.  What is the control exer-
cised hy the Government in this mat-
ter? The Government have power to
appoint the trustees, and there the responsi-
bility and ‘the power of the Government
end. The whole of the econtrol is en-
tirely in the hands of the fIrustees.
Group settlement matters were placed under
the Agricultural Bank by the Mitchel] Gov-
ernment, and the bank officials are now in
control, not the Government. Is the member
for Nelson (Mr. J. H., Smith) aware that
the Agrieultural Bank Act does not pro-
vide the Minister with power to interfere
with the bank? If the Government at-
tempted to influence the trustees and direct
them to do eertain things, the trustees would
be within their rights in refusing to tazke any
notice of the Government. The whole of
the responsibility is in the hands of the
trustees. If T ordered the trustees to do
something to-morrow, they eould refuse to
do it and would be acting within their
rights, The trustees could say fo the Gov-
ernment, “If you like to provide the money
to do what you want, well and good. but that
is your responsibility, not ours.” I want to
emphasize the point to the member for Nel-
sou that there has heen no alteration in the
administration. He supported the Aitchell
Government and supported their adminis-
tration of the scheme; it bas not been
changed. I know it was claimed that the
administration under my direction, when I
was Minister for Lands hefore, was not sat-
isfactory.  How often have we heard the
fovmner Premier, Sir James Mitchell, make
that point on the floor of this House? How
often did we hear him say that the land was
all right, the settlers were all right, the
scheme was a!l right, but the administration
wag all wrong. After Labour left office, Sir
James Mitchell was in charge for three
years, and now to-day I will not say whether
the position is befter or worse. Whatever
the position may be, it bas not heen altered
from what it was during previous years. I
will not say anything more about the admin-
istration, nor will I interfere with it until
T have had an opportunity to visit the
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gronps aitd see the position for myself, I
have not been theve For three years and if 1
am to interfere at all, T must sstablish per-
sonal contact with the secheme and ascertain
the position for myself. Certainly I have
discussed some aspeets with the Agricuitural
Bank trustees, and have indicated that cer-
tain things do not satisfy me, As soon as
I bave an opportunity, I shall visit the
group settlements, absorh the atmosphere
and sce the settlers themselves. Unfil then T
shall not be able to express a proper opinion
relative to the progress of the scheme,
and until I am in that positiom I shall cer-
tainly not interfere with the trustees of the
hank. The former Minister for Agriculture,
Mr. Ferguson, made what I regarded as an
effective and responzible eontribution to the-
dchate, He urged that more instructors were
necessary. We have appointed four addi-
tional instruetors to help and advise the set-
tlers. That has been done during the ]ast.
month or so. During my previous adminis-
tration, we appointed instruetors who were:
brought from New Zealand, and I think they
were the first to téach the settlers how to
make silos. As a resnlt of that a great quan-
tity of silage was conserved. Those officers
have been re-appointed by the present Gov-
ernment. So we have done what the member
for Trwin-Moore emphasised as being neces-
sary. 1 appreciate the fact that the settlers
must be helped; they must have knowledge
and instroetion, That phase has been neg-
lecled in the past. We have given attention:
to that phase, and I am sure that good re-
sults will follow. Then the member for
Irwin-Moore emphasised another necessity.
His hobby of late has been marketing. He
said he wanted the Government to provide
statutory power for the settlers to market
their own produce. Does the member for
Irwin-Moore know what hs means? He
spoke about “orderly marketing”  What
daeg that mean?

Mr. Ferguson: You have an example im
recard to whole milk,

The MINISTER FOR IANDS: We
know something about disorderly marketing.
The hon. member wants orderly marketing.
Ve cannot aeitieve that by merely passing-
legistation.

Mv. Ferguson: But you have examples in
the marketing of dried fruite and milk.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
wember proposes that statutory power shall
e provided, and on the hoard the producers
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will be represented and will fix their own
prices. 1= that his solution of the problem?
I that 1z the way, let us all fix our own
prices and then we shall all be happy.

Mpr. Latham: Everyone fixes prices except
the primary producers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Do they?
[ am a primary producer, and T know the
position. I lave heen a primary produeer
all my life, and 1 entirely disagree with the
Leader of the Opposition. I will not accept.
his suggestion that any body of men shoukl
fix prices in order to exploit the connuunity.
T am a priwary producer equally with mem-
bers sitting opposite, and T will never agree
to any such proposal, What does that sorl
of thing lead to? I leads to inefficieney and
slackness.

Members: Hear, hear!

The Minister for Works: Do the labour-
ors fix their own wages?

Mr. Thorn: Yes.

The Minister for Works: Of course they
do not.

AMr, Thorn: They have their basie wage.

The Minister for Works: Rut who fixes
that ?

The Minister for Mines: The Arbitration
Conrt.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Toodyay (Mr. Thorn} has more
intelligence than his remark would indieate.

Mr. Thorn: T know what T am talking
ahout.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS; The pro-
posal of the member for Trwin-Moore (M.
Fergnson) would simply lead to ineflicieney
and slackness, I have had some experience.
1 ean elain to be the son of pionecrs of the
back-country arens. My people went to the
Hig serub country in the north of New South
Wales, and they did not know that a Gov-
vroment existed. My father was a timber
cutter, and he eleared his holding and reared
a family of ten. We lived on the soil
and carved out our own destinies. As I hava
said, we did not know that a Government
existed. Nevertheless, 90 per cent. of the
settlers in that part of New South Wales,
by the appliecation of industry, economy,
und frugality, and the development of in-
dependent  chavaeteristics, won homes for
theinselves and competencies in their old
age. When they died, they left behind them
mnagnificent farms, which their sons took
over. Tn later days, T veturned to my old
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home country where the farms bad been
cleared, stocked, improved, and left as won-
dertul propositions for the younger genera-

tian. 1 found that the farms had gone to
picces.  Although the sons had had better

opportunities than their fathers, the farms
had retrogressed. The whole talk now, T
find, is abont orderly marketing! In the old
dlays the people had to fend for themselves
in the best wax they could,

Me. Thorn: You did not have over-pro-
duction in those days.

The Minister for Mines: You have not
got it now,

Mr., Thorn: Of course we have,

The Minister for Mines: Nonsense! What
you have is under-consumption,
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

member for Toodyay (Mr. Thorn) is one
of a later generation. Of course we had
over-production in those days, and we had
no expurt market. The Leader of the Op-
position knows that that is n faet. Tt was
not until the depression struek Australia
that exports were stopped. TIn the davs T
speak of, there was no market. There was
an abundanee of production. "We could buy
1 kerozene tinful of eggs for a shilling, a
pound of butter for 4d., or a pound of meat
for 3d. The people had to live on the land
and they did their best, with the result that
they developed wonderful faras and earned
for themselves a competeney in old age.
This practice of agitating in Parliament is
one that will not lead to an improvement.
What we really want now is some of the
old standard of agricultural development,
and we want it very badly. It may be
thonght that T am speaking as a Conserva-
tive: I am net. I an speaking as a Labour
man.  Unless we have character. industry.
thrift, and integrity, there ean be no suc-
cess. We eannot reach things down from
the sky and make everything available that
is wanted. On the other hand, all we hear
nowadayvs 1s that we must do this and do
that; we must have orderly marketing and
let people fix prices, and so on. That j:
not going to lead to suecess. If members
think that we can gain suceess hy giving
people everyvthing that they want without
making them work for it, they are entirely
wrang, When T went back to my father’s
country 1n New South Wales, T found
that the sons had 1let the old pro-
perties go to pieces. T found that in
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place of thrift and work, there
extravagance and indolence. The young men
to whom the farms had heen left, were no
longer in occupation of their properties,
They were following the races; they had
their motor cars; they preferred two dayvs
of work and a life of pleasure. XNo country
can survive on that basis. 1 do not believe
in the principle of making things tov easy
and telling people that if they cannot do
theiv work in two hours thev can take more
time, that if they are working too hard, we
will see to it that eonditions are made more
easy.

Wil»

Mr. Thorn: You are not referring to pri-
mary produeers only, are vou?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
come to that in a moment. T have cvery
sympathy with the producer. How could 1
be otherwise than sympathetie, zeeing that 1
am in the ranks of the producers myself?
I have lived the life that they lead. Nothing
the producers can tell me about the diMli-
culties of early days of settlement, will he
new to me. I know about the diffieulties of
pionecring. I confess that at one time 1
had more patches than pants. I appreciate
the difficulties in the early days of settle-
ment in Australia. Their conditions were
parlous indeed, but I experienced those con-
ditions myself, and 1 believe T profited by
that experience, I think it was the best
training [ conld possibly have had., Wre
cannot build character, and industry aud
ereate a proper outlook on life without =ome
such experience. Never has any nation been
built up by making evervthing happy und
right for the people; it cannot be done. Se¢
1 say to members on the Opposition side
of the House that if they think they wili
build up a prosperous compnunity in West-
ern Australia by making things easy foi
all, they will fail in their objective. Rather
than build up the nation, thev will destroy
it. Members who submit motions such as
that under discusston now, may gein for
themselves seme temporary advantage and
for the settlers concerned some temporary
benefit, hut in the end, cach will be de-
stroyed. The State itselt will nol henefit.

My, Latham: That applies lo members on
both sides of the House.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. 1T
am sorry that | have heen drawn away from
the motion, and led ito speak =0 feelingly
on this subject. The member for  Erwin-
Moore (Mr. Ferguson) said that there should

will
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be more experiments. Who will deny that
the whole Group Settlement Scheine consti-
tutes one huge experiment that has been in
operation for 12 years?

Mr. Ferguson: 1 did not meniion any-
thing about experiments.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Some-
body did. It will be admitted that the
scheme has proved a great and costly ex-
peritnent.  We have had all the cxperts
possible.

Mr, Tonkin: That is the trouble: there
have been foo many experts.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They are
not in this House. 1 have not muoeh re-
speet for some of them. Sceh experts as
we have had, we have made use of, and
the scheme has not reached suceess vet.
Experiments are pot necessary, beeause
we have been engsaged upon one vast ex-
periment

The Minister for Mines: That has eost
the State about £10,000,000.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We shall
got nothing from agitations in this Cham-
ber. Of course, the scheme will be pros-
perous in time. When conditions improve,
rthe group scttlers will benefit and ¢they will
become prosperous. When prosperity is
reached, there will be uo more of these
motions in Parliament.

Mr. Sampson: Settlers will go through a
tiery furnace first.

Mr. Tonkin: But the settlers will have
to be assisted.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

member for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Tonkin} said that we lhad asked for the
impossible.  The hon. member knows that
Australia was built up by people who were
asked to do the impossible. The pioneer
settlers who ecame here, men who were the
forbears of wmouy in this Chamber, were
asked to do the unpossible, and they did ii.

AMr. Tonkin: That iz rather paradoxieul.
The settlers are being asked to do the im-
possible now. They cannot buy sixpenny.
worth of stulf with fourpence.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course not. The hon. member should not
forget that the pioncers of Anstralin came
here without any help. Now we have a
community of over 6,000,000 people, and I
usk the hon. member: What built ap Aus-
tralin? Tt was not (Governments nor was
it Parliamentary agitation. Tt was work,
industry and thrift. Without those quali-
tiez, no eountry can exist.
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Mr. Moloney: The people in those days
did not have to pay £55,000,000 in interest
alone.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
Whatever interest they had to pay, they had
to raise the wherewithal themselves. There
was no sueh thing as reduction of capitali-
sation in those days. The settlers could not
incur capitalisation, because it was not avail-
able for them. They had to labour for what
they got.

Mr. Sampson: They were able to get their
requirements at reasomiible prices.  They
were not slugged to death by the tariff.

The Minister for Mines: If the tariff were
wiped out, it would not make twopence fif-
ference.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Such re-
quirements as the early settlers bought, they
could afford to pay for. They did not try
to get more. They worked in that spirit,
and the settlers of to-day must aequire the
same spirit if they are to achieve sueccess.
We have spent £10,000,000 in rendering
their task possible. Australia was built up
by people who did not get a solitary penny-
worth of assistance. The member for Mur-
ray-Wellington (Mr. MecLarty) when I
asked him what his forefathers had done,
said they had got their security; and when
I aslted what seeurity, he said that things
were very difforent now. What is the differ-
ence?

Mr. Latham: A matter of twelve hundred
millions sterling national debt.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, that
is the difference.

Mr. MecLarty: A tremendous load of debt
ig the difference.

The MINISTER FOH LANDS: Did not
the early settlers have to go on the land and
incur debt without a penny of Government
assistance? Did not the hon. member’s fore-
fathers go North without & penny of assist-
ance? But the settlers of to-day want to
lean heavily on the Government., The hon.
member sits there to-night, and is what he
is and possesses what he "has, because hiy
forefathers did what settlers will not Ao to-
day. Hon. members cannot 'escape that.

Mr. Tonkin: Are there any pavghle farms
in the group settlemenis?

Mr. McLarty: The Minister will admit
that many of the settlers have suffered hard-
ships.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Any
man worth & rap is prepaved to suffer hard-

[ASSEMBLY.)

ship, for a little hardship will do him no
harm. Hardship makes a race, which eannot
be made without it. The Northern Territory
and the Kimberleys are vacant places be-
cause we will not do as our fathers did, will
not rely upon our own resources. We have
to face the facts: we do not do these things,
because we are not of the same type as our
forefathers, and so we will not aceept obli-
gations and handicaps. The member for
North-East Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin) said
the earliest blocks develaped were show
blocks.

Mr. Tonkin: That is troe. ‘

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
were a few fair blocks, which were entirely
nmisleading. T discovered some of them
myself. A show block does not remain a
show bleck; ii may be a show block this
year, but it will not he next vear, unless the
settler puts the work into it.

Mr. McLarty: But a show block gives a
settler a good start. ’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Never-
theless he has to put the work inte it if it is
to remain a show block; it is a show block
only so long as the settler maintains it as a
show block,

Mr. Tonkin: But extra work was done on
the show blocks, giving them large acreages
of clearing.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Preity
well all the blocks had large acreages of
elearing. The appearance of a block largely
depends on the indusiry of the settler. The
hon. member said we should prove a hlock
first, prove that it could be made payable.
That can be done if we get the right scttler,
for some settlers can make a living where
others eannot; it depends on the scttler, one
suceeeding where another fails. So we
prove nothing by gefting good men on the
land, hecause we cannot have the majority
of the settlers good men; all we can hope
for is the average type of man, whether
settler or anwbody else, and so it is the
average type that has to make » success,

Mr. Tonkin: How many group settlers.
have succecded?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T do not
know, but one thing T am sure of is that the
specches made in this House will not help
them to succeed. While members say it can-
not he done, that it is impoessible without
further concessions: and inercase of help, it
never will he done. If you tell a man he
need not worry, that the Government will
eome fo bis help, you are bound to make of
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him anything but a good settler. Some men,
of courae, cannot be spoilt, but most of them
can he.

The Minister for Mines: And most of
those thar cannot be spoilt, cannot be spoilt
hucause they are alrendy spoilt,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If every-
thieg in the country were regarded from
the standpoint that it must be proved pos-
sible before being attempied. very liftle
would ever he abttempted.

Mr. Tenkin: But this has been atlempted,
for it ha= been in operation for ten years.

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: Many of
the settlers fail because theyx are ill-suited
to the tazk. If they are told they nced not
make an effort, that the task is too great and
cannot be aceomplished, thev soon come to
believe that. Who is carrying this load
vepresented by the group settlements, and
how is it v he done unless the tuxpayer does
it? The taxpayer is fast becoming a small
minority in the State, and I have been told
that his numbers were reduced by 15,000 last
vear. Yet this load ean be earried only so
long as the taxpayer is able to earry it

Mr. Sampsen : Are the gronp settlers
allowed to nse their own initiative?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, of
course. 1 should like to see them using all
the initiative they possess. In that, I am
with them to the utmost. T was disappointed
with the speech of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, who said it was unfair to ask any man
to produce at a loss. That is all right, but
there must be some test of that; we cannof
aceept the mere statement that a man pro-
duces at a loss. He must prove it.

My, Latham: T told you how to test it out.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: How?

Mr. Latham: By getting hold of a farm
with a proper man on it, and so seeing what
it really does cost to produce.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But I
conld get one man who could do it, while
others could not.

Mr. Latham: Yes, that is so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member appointed a Roxnl Commission to
inruire 110 farmers’ disabilities. But the
Ton. member did not do the thine- he said
ourht io be done, althourh his Government
were in oflice for three vears: so 1 assume
that while he was carryine the additional
responsibility as a Minister he did not see
things the way he sces them to-night.
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Mr. Latham: [ did not have a chance to
do those things, for the time was not long
enough.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: TLooking
through the filex, 1 saw that Sir James
Mitchell, in his letters to the seftlers, stoutly
resisted them and said they must pay their
way. He said it was the policy of the
previons flovernment.

Alv. Latham: And [ think it is a good
poliex.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yei the
hon. member said it was unfair, He has no
more evidence to-day than he had when Siy
James Mitchell was his lcader.

Mr. Latham: Yen are misquoting me now.

Fhe MINISTER FOR LANDS: No,
I am not. Sir James Mitehell put the set-
tlers on the Bank, and whenever any of the
settlers got into the hon. member's district,
Sir James Mitchell fixed the price for them.
So the hon. member must aceept the dictum
of his own leader. The member for Tond-
vay (Mr, Thorn) said the wages man has
his wages fixed for him, and on that basis
the hon. member argued thai the settler
must he treated the same as the wages man,
for he was in the same position, But he is
not in the same position, for the wages man
@oos to the Avbitration Court, and has to
place on the table his eost of living, includ-
ing hig rent and every little detail. T have
bheen humiliated in having to explain to
the eourt the smallest detail, on which the
working man’s wage is fixed. But what is
the position of the settler?

Mr. Thorn: We wani him to go to =«
board.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And
fuenish his cost of produetion. I have no
ohjection to the settler going to the Arbi-
tration Court and proving his ease to the
eonrt.

Mr. Latham: That is what I argued.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Oh,
no. They want a marketing board on whicl
there will be a majority of the producers,
so that the settlers can fix their own prices.
They eall this orderly marketing; giving
them statutory power to do what they like
with their own produets. There is a great
differcnce hetween the two sets of persons.
The producer has his home and a future.
The group settler has been given his hlock
of land for nothing.

Mr, Seward: With nothing on it.
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The MINISTER FOH LANDS: Thons-
ands of pounds have been expended on its
ilevelopment, costing him nothing. He has
e Lerd, and he ean make two-thirds of lus
Ining from the soil il he likes to make ir.
i's the endl he has something more. e has
nis farw, kis home, a competence and inde-
pendence, That is all very well if the Staie
can afford to give him all these things. [V
we could give the settler the hasic wage ns
well as his farm we would all be farmers.

Mr. Latham: T did not sngmest the basie
wage. [ even quoted 30s.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The
settler in the South-West has his homne reut
free. [n fixing the basic wagze the Arbitra-
tion Court allows £1 for house vent. The
settler, however, pavs no house rent. Ile
has n garden in whieh he can grow producs
all the vear round.

My, Thorn: You puint o wonderfnl pie-

ture. Do xvon sav he geis his howse rvent
{ree?
The JMINTSTER FOR LAXDS: Yes,

rent free.

Mr. Thorn: I say he does not. That house
costs him so muel, awd he has to pay in-
terest upon it.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: I am
telling the ITouse the faetz, and 1 will prove
that what T say is correet. The mun on the
fand ean produce two-thirds of Iis living.
ITe has his eattle, pigs, poultry, garden and
orchard. e ean grow the [ruit he requires
for himself, and in the hon. member's dis-
triet can get two potate c¢rops in the year.
He has his own bacon, milk, butter and
eggs, and vet the hon. mrwher talks of his
Peing a wages man, andt wants o give him
the hasie wage plus his farm.

My, Latham: You ave the only one saying
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If it ean
he done, let it he done.

Mr. Thorn: We never said that,

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: If the
taxpavers ean afford it, let it be done. The
hon. member says 1 have painted a wonder-
ful preture.

Mr. Thorn: So vou have.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I cuar-
antee thut farmers in the distriet of Green-
ongh produce 80 per cent, of their living re-
yuirements off their awn land, and always
have done so. I live in a 10-in¢h vainfall,
and T ecan produce 80 per eent. of my re-
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qurements. L these dilfieult times, I am
content I T can scrape through and pay my
debts. 1 know that if T can hold the pro-
perty I have something for the future. That
is the way we wanf the settlers to look at
the matter. They must not think that they
can get the results they want by agitation.
The futnre is theirs and their ehildren have
a future.  They have properties that will
grow in value. If butfer inereazed in value
by 20, a b, to-morrow, their properties
would inerease in value. Thev have had a
home given to them and a competence, if
they will only strive for it. Hon. members
think they shonid get all this quickly by
means of an agitation in ’arliament. The
previous Government did not give it to them
when they were in power, heeause it was
contrary to their principles to do so. I hope
members apposile will not endeavour to
apply the basie wage to these settlers,

Mr. Seward: There is no comparison he-
tween them and the working man,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I know
ikere is mo comparison.

Mr. Seward: One is sure of bLis living and
the other is not.

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: The
wages man has work to-day and is out of
work to-morrow, He has no security and no
sense of independence, He has to seek a job,
and has nothing for himself in the end. He
works for a basic wage of £3 9s. 3.1 a week.
ITe has nothing to look forward io in the
Future. ne inerease in land values, no home
and no competence. Members are arguing
from wrong premises when thev compare
the working man with the man on the land.

Mr. Marshall: The former eannot get any
work {a do.

A, Latham:
what T said.

The MTINTSTER FOR LANDS: T am
sorry. Tt was not like the hon. member to
say such things. T cannot think he lolds
with all this gallc about a man not predue-
ing at a loss, and lhe Governmens making
up to him any loss that would otlierwise ae-
erne. Tt is a false a'zuinent to nse. Tt must
he proved that he is produeing at a loss, and
every factor munst he taken into considera-
tion. TFarmers may derive temporary ad-
vantages from a marketing board, hut it wili
mean disaster in the cnd. Tt will produce
settlere who have nc enilook and wha be-
liecve there is no necessity for them to pro-
duee a preat deal. Tt will produce =ettiers

You are misrepresenting
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who will take their time to prodmce any-
thing, and whose main object will be to get
paid what they think they ought to be paid
for that which they do produce. That will
give the same results as have oceurred in the
case of the people in the other States. They
did all that, with the result that they have
lost their land and have themselves hecome
incompetent and jnefficient. Wherever I find
indnstry in tronble and in difficulty and that
the settlers have done their very best, I am
with them. My heart goes out to them, One
mu-t always go to their assistance on such
oceasions.  When that happens I am with
the settler te the end. T will tell memnhers
what has been done in the South-West, The
motion refers to soldier settlers, group set-
tlers, and Agricultural Bank clients. Plenty
of Agricultural Bank clients in the South-
West are paying interest. When I referred
to the begearly amount collected last year,
I was referring to grouw settlers only, Agri-
cultural Bank clients have paid their interest
because they have developed their land
under enfirely differeat conditions,  They
have developed it through their own energies)
hy wmeans of the few pounds of assistance
they have had, and by keeping down their
capitalisation. The whole trouble with other
settlers is that the Government have been
too generous to them and have given them
too mueh. We have taken all the responsi-
bility and have given the seitlers money
which to-day is a great burden upon them.
If we had given them half the amount they
would bhave been hetter off, but we have
gone to the limit and given them
move and still more.  Finally the foun-
tain has dried up, and we have no more
te zive. The fountain which fertilised all
the settlements has dried up. Having bor-
rowed all this money they find themselves
in rerious tronble, and do not want to pay
anything back. They want relief, hence
this motion. I am going to say straight-
out that .I aceept no responsibility for this
state of affairs. From the very beginning
I was in doubt about the result of this
tvpe of setilement, and offen spoke about
it in the House. When the Premier pro.
posed to appoint me Minister for Lands,
the ‘*West Australian’’ said T ought not
to occupy that portfolio because I was
opposed to group setilement. T =hould be
opposed to it. I saw a lot of it and realised
it could mnot work out. Any scheme
by which the Government pay and the
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other man calls the tune cannot work out;
unless we leave something to the individual
we are not going to get results. That is
what has happened in group settlement.
When [ held office in the previous Collier
(Government, I spoke in season and out of
geason {o the settlers about keeping down
their eapitalisation. I urged them not to
borrow more money because the day would
eome when they would have to pay it baek,
I pointed out the money was loaned fo
them and they should keep down their capi-
talisation. But I got no response to my
appeal. Tndeed, the settlers were far from
pleased, and a good deal of ignominy was
heaped upon me.

Mr. Tonkin: In the early stages the set-
tlers had no control over the cxpenditure.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
think that worried them mueh. They were
not greatly coneerned about the capitalisa-
tion. The demand was for more and yet
more money. I went to Jardee on one oc-
casion. At that time the Government were
providing eontracts which enabled the sei-
tlers to earn £20 10s. per month.  The
houses were there, and they could earn
this much in three weeks. During the
fourth week they were expected to utilise
their time in spare-time effort. In- this
heantiful valley of Jardee [ bad a meeting.
The settlers told me they were starving
on £20 10s. a month, When I got to North-
eliffe T found that two marketing days a
week were held. On that particular day
all the settlers in the distriet were ie the
town. 1 asked if it were a fete day, hut
was informed it was marketing day. When
we reconstructed the Peel Estate, the con-
traet price was questioned. I asked the
foreman why that price way paid, and sug-
gested it was about £3 too mueh, Hr in-
formed me that the settlers had to earn
their £20 10s, My experience was that
most of the settlers were not greatly con-
cerned about the capitalisation. They
wanted more money and got it.

Mr. Tonkin: Those who were c¢oncerned
had no control over the expenditure.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
come to them later.

Mr. Tonkin: Tkey were obliged to have
tractors on the blocks, and fhese were
worked at £9 a day.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The pol-
icy of the Mitehell Government was te puil
down the trees and encumber the earth.
That was soon stopped. The total expen-
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diture on group settlement, inclusive of
roads and drainage, was £10,000,000. The
total espenditure exclusive of roads and
drainage, but ineluding stock, and inter-
est that we had to pay, was £7,204,000.

The Minister for Mines: That would
have bought all the butter we required for
10 years to come.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The as-
sessment expenditure on the blocks, exclu-
sive of stock, plant, and other charges,
amounted to £4,848,000. When the gronps
were revalued, there was written off on thd
assessments £3,164,000. The rest was thrown
in for nothing. The total assessment ¢n all
the blocks was £1,683,000.

Mr. Stubbs: Have you the approximate
total cost?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It was
£7,000,000 with roads and drainage.

Mrv. Withers: What were the adminis-
tration costs?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 do not
know,

Mr. Withers: They were a lot more than
they should have been.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The set-
tlers have made ne complaint about that,
because they have not paid back a single
penny. Whatever the eost of administra-
tion was they have not hecen responsible
for it. When the groups were re-valued,
the assessment of the total of the groups
worked out at £1,683,000. It was stated
that when the locations were valued, they
were valued on the existing price, That
is not so and I am pleased to make that
announcement. When the Group Settle-
ment Assessment Board was established, 1
told the members io make a generous cut,
and not to base the re-assessments on exist-
ing prices, but on valuations that would
give the settlers some hope for the future.
That was my personal instruection, and it
was carried out. Immediately the valua.
tions came out, established settlers in the
South-West said we had reduced the value
of their property by reason of the redue-
tion in the value of group settlements.

Mr. Latham: That is perfectly true.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They re-
ceived a most generous cut,

Mr. Stubbs: So they did.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
actual eash given to the settlers as payment
for their own living amounted to £2,693,000,
and that does not include, insurance, inter-
est, administration, explosives, fencing and
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other things which they got for nothing.
It is the actnal money given to the settlers
in cash.

Mr. Stubbs: What did they do with the
money? They must have burnt it

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
gave the settlers a million more for their
own purposes than we charged them for
the land. Could there be anything more
generous? The State could not possibly
carry another gronp settlement. We have to
find £400,000 a year for interest and last
vear we collected £4,000 towards that huge
sum, I do not know how much more gener-
ous we could be. Of course I do not mind
if the taxpaver can stand up to it; but I
do not think he can. Still, as far as we can,
we shall give the seitlers as good a deal as
is possible. The interest already paid by the
taxpayers on group settlement amounts to
£1,154,000. Thus the taxpayers have paid
more interest than the group settlers have
paid for their properties. We have had
great losses on abandoned holdings. Since
we have had the assessments there have been
{urther advances made amounting to
£416,000. This has been advanced in the
last few wvears. The interest outstanding
to-day is £342,000, and the current interest
iz £70,000. T suppose some hon. members
think we have not done a fair thing. T hape
we shall be able to do more. Our difficulty
now is that the values with the interest and
advances are growing. If the settlers eonld
stop at that, we would say, “We will cut
the loss.” But we have to put more money
into it, and I shall have to find additional
money again this vear for the groups. Tet
me give some figures to show the difference
between prices of butter fat before the war
and since. Tn 1911 batter fat was 10d. a
Ih.; in 1912 it was 1s, 14d.; in 1913 it was
10d. Tn 1931 the price was Is. 4d., a figure
that was higher than any of those before
the war, and 6d. higher than in 1913. TIn
1932 the price was 1s. 2d. These figures are
anthentic; they were supplied by the De-
partment of Agviculture.

Mr. Latham: Did you say 1s. 2d. in 1932¢

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
This year the price is 11d. The group
settlers are competing against dairy farmers
in the Fastern States whose land is more
highly capitalised. It is £50 and €60 an
acre there. In New Zealand the land may
be worth up t» £i90 an aee. T was told
by the Prime Minister of New Zealand that
some of the land there earries as many as
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16 mworighges and there are any number of
properties carrving seven or eight ort-
gages. The New Zealand dairy farmer is
getting Gd. a lb. less for his batter and he
has to cowmpete against us in the markets
abroad. XNever in my experience have I
seen such provision made for dairy stock
as T saw in New Zealand.

AMr. Latham: He must be having a pretty
had time,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He is
having a very bad time now. Tn the North
Island of New Zealand the conditions to-day
are hetter than they are in Westorn Ans-
tralin, but in the South Tsland they are
worse, because for six months of the vear
there 1= show on the ground.

AMr. Seward: On the mountuins only. Do
not tell me there is snow on the Canterbury
Plains. I was there for five vears.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T was in
the South Island for a month and the
settlers told me that they had to feed their
stock during the whole of the winter.

My, Seward: That is not to say that there
is snow on the ground, and becaunse of that
thex have to feed their stock.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: The
diftienlties are eonsiderable; as a result New
Zealand produces the type of dairy farmer
who e¢an so successfully ecompete with us
that the Australian Government have to im-
pose a duty of 6d. a Ih. on New Zealand
butter,

Mr. Seward: You do not compare the
land here with that of New Zealand?

The MINISTER FOR LANXDS: 1 com-
pare the land in the Bastern States with that
of New Zealand. The dairy farmers
in Queensland and in northern New
South  Wales where thev have an
18 inch  rainfall, have a profective
doty  of 63 in  the lh. agninst
New Zealand hutter, Why? Because they
are le~s efficient than the New Zealand far-
mer. Reverting to the price of butter fat,
members will see that it is now higher than
it was before the war.

Alr. Latham: What about the cost of pre.
duction?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What is
the cost of production on a dairy farm? T
can understand that the eost of production
on a wheat farm would be high hecause the
wheat farmer has to buy machinery; hut
what expenditure on plant is there on »
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dairy farm? Daitvy forming is about the
cheapest type of farming because the settler
there can produce nearly everything for bis
own reguirements. The personnel of the
Group Settlement Commission which saf two
vears ago included the present membae for
Sussex. That Commission justified the set-
tlement on the groutd that the butter indus-
try had now been established. The Com-
mission said that all the expenditure that
had taken place had established the butter
industry in Western Australia.

The Minister for Mines: That has not
been done yet.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
know that the statement is too correet. If
the industry had been established without all
this expenditore, I would say that we had
got somewhere. But that has not been done.
The settlers must have help even now. Our
interest on group scitlements, as T have al-
ready said, iz £400,00¢ a year and the value
of the butter we produce amounts to enly
£355,000.

Mr. Stubbs: Down there?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In the
whole of Western Australia. In 1929 the
butter preduced in Western Australia was
valued at (248,000; in 1930 £310,000; 1931

£386,000 and in 1932, £399,000. These fig-

ures have been supplied by the Department
of Agriculture. Unfortunately it will he
seen that the industry has not been estab-
lished. The industry cannot be said to be es-
tablished when the value of the hutter pro-
duced in the whole of the South-West is
less than the interest that has to be paid
on group seitlement expenditure. Tor the
amount that we have lost it would have pro-
vided free butter for the whole of Western
Australia for a period of ten years.

The Minister for Mines: And be much
better off than we are to-day.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
convinced, however, that the South-West wil]
come ont right. I know that the settlers
there have their diffieulties, one of which is
that they must fertilise the properties with
the right fertilisers. In New Zealand the
settlers provide their own fertilisers,

Mr, Latham: Not in northern New South
Wales?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, hat
in New Zealand I was surprised to learn that
in Hamilton in the North Island settlers
used from 300 lbs. to 400 lbs. of fertiliser
per annum for top dressing. ¥armers in
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New Zealand use a lot of fertilizer and we
have to do the same.

Mr. Stubbs: Fertilising at the rate of 300
Ihs, per aere would mean that huatter would
cost 2s. per lb.

The MINISTER FOR IANDS :
quantity is not used here.

Mr, Seward: At Hamillon there is heavy
voleanie seil.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I was
assured that the land at Hamilton was poor.
1 know there is some magnificent voleanie
soil, but T was told that the country at
Hamilton had to be top-dressed freely. I
know that on some of the soil there it is im-
possille to fatten stoclki. Near Rotorua they
have problems just as we have in Western
Australia.  The member for Sussex (Mr.
Brockman) said that the cxpenditure on
sroup settlement had been largely the resnlt
of the contract policy odopted when Sir
James Mitehell was ont of office, and he
added that some of the contractors had made
£30 to £10 a month. Some of them did, but
it is false veasoning to assume that elearing
by ecentract is dearver than clearing by men
on sustenance. A lot of men received 10s.
per day, snd it was hecause they were not
earning the 10s. per day that contracts were
introduced as a method of defence. It is
nuite probable that when a contractor earned
£30 a month, he wns doing more relatively
for the money than a man who was getting
£12 a month. The member for Sussex he-
lieves that the Tmperial and Commonwealth)
Governments will help us in the matter of
group settlements. No fear! They have got
aul; they would remain in ne longer. Both
the Tmperial and the Commonwealth Govern-
ments to-day ave agitating to have cancelled
the Migration Agreement under which we
get the cheap money. The Leader of the
Opposition 1s awarve of that. They want no
more responsibility.  Consequently, we will
get no more help from them. We have the
Ioan and it is our responsihility to bear the
burden of it. The member for Nelson stated
that a 20-cow man would find it diffieult to
make ends meet without paying interest. He
doubted if ghe scitler could do it.  Yet,
almost in the =ame breath, he said that the
income from 20 cows would be #£180 a year,
less £35 for fertiliser. A settler making £180
i vear, less £35 for fertiliser, wonld be get-
ting nearly €130, which is not bad, All we
ask is that the settlers try to pay some of the
interest.  We ask them to do as other men

That
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are doing and not leave the load o be car-
ried by others. The scttlers must make an
effort. Ts not that fair and reasonmable?
Fveryone must try to stand up to his obliga-
tions and not seek to put the load on to
someone else. When there is a diffieulty, all
must lend n hand. That is all we ask. Kven
the best man will nat pay if he is not re-
quired to pay. We ask the settlers, so far
as they ean, to pay. The group settler is not
dependeitt entively on the proceeds of the
butter fat produced. The Leader of the
Opposition, speaking of the earnings of
settlers, refevred to the value of their butter.
But group settlers have other earnings as
well. If a dairy farmer depends upon bhutter
alone, he should not be on the land, He
should have side lines such as pigs and poul-
try to sell. If the dairy farmer is going fo
do dairying and nothing else, the Sfate can-
nat earry the indestry. He must engage in
producing other lines. The dairy farmer
wmusk be n pig raiser and a poultry raiser,
and he must put potatoes on the market
when the opportunity is favourable. He
must also cure his hacon, sell a steer or two
oceasionally, and kill o steer to feed his
family. No dairy farmer would depend en-
tirely on his butter fat production; he relies
upen side lines ag well.  Members say that
our settlers have no side lines.

Mr. Latham: [ did net say so.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS : They
ought to have side lines. Last year the Com-
wmonwealth  Government sent to  Western
Auvstralia the secretary of the Migation
Commission, Alr, Stevenson, wha furnished
a report on group settlement to the Federal
Government. Tn my experience it is about
the best report cver made on group settle-
ment. [ was struck by its aceuracy and by
the sound summing up of the whole situa-
tion. This is what Mr. Stevenzon told his
Giovernment nbout the group seftlers—

The baunk, through its officers, has due re-
gard to the revenue which each settler is re-
veiving, and is endeavouring to volleet us much
interest as possible after making provision for
living expenses,  Although the ameunts allowed
for living expenscs may appear low—from £6
fo &8 per wouth is the usual thing—it mus=t
he borne in mind that the settler is living rent
froe, and that muoch of his food can he pro-
dueed on the farm if he eares to exert him-
self.

No one will disagree with thar,

The confrast between settlers in regurd to
production of vegetables and other houschold
requirements is very marked. Many of them
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still huy their vegetables in the town or from
more far-secing seitlers. At Manjimup I saw
the greengrocer’s delivery cart out on the
road amongst the groups:

That 15 calamitons.

and at Peel estate the greengrocer has a
regular round among the scttlers.

No rational man could encourage that sort
of thing.

Some of the settlers do not appear to be
over-exerting themselves.  On some farms I

saw super which was issoed in 1931 still in
the sheds.

That is an extract from » very gond report
made in 1932, T eould not find much wrong
with the report, The writer spike well
of some of the seitlers. The wenkness of
the scheme is that =eftlers depend toe much
on the Giovernment and nnt envngh on
themselves.  They must produce ag much
of their own living as they cay, and when
they have done that, they will have done
everything possible. The mewber for Nej-
son spoke about my having promised ihat
interest concessions wonld he eapitalised
for five years. | did not make any sugh
promiise. I agreed to ecaptinlise the ar-
rears that were outstanding over the last
five years. uch commont has heen made
ahout the cows on group scttlements. State-
ments have heen made that the cows du
not produce milk. The Superintendent of
Dairving slates fhat the averawe Seuth-
West cow receiving reasonable treatment
produces 180 b=, of butter fat. A number
of group settlers m 19027 sveraged. from
herds of 16 fo 20 cows, 251 ta 310 1hs, of
butfer fal.

My, J. H. Swmith: Ahoat half-a-dozen of
them.

The Speaker took the Chair.

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: The
superiniendent says that the average cow
purchased for group settlement iz not in-
ferior to the average eow owned by pri-
vate farmers in the South-West. In the
dairy eompetitions over the last two years,
a number of group settlers competed sue-
vessfully with private stud herds in the
district.

Mr., J. H. Smith: Your deparlment say
that the average proeduetion is 160 lbs.

The MINISTER ¥FCR LAXDS: I sup-
poze there ard some poor cows on the
Froups.

BSY

Mr. Latham: Poor cows and poor milk-
ers,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A set-
tler can be supplied with the st eow and
it can be ruined in a month. The type of
cow is important, and the type of eare and
Leeding is also important. Give some peos
ple the hest cows in the world and they
will make them the worst in the world, The
fact that the cows on the groups are not
siving hetter production is not in 2very in-
stanee due to the cows. Some of the fault
is due to the inairention of setilers. There

are =etilers who starve their cows and
have to boe dispossessed.  Repeatedly we
have found ihat settlers would not top-

dress.  Thev would iake all they could
trom the land and siarve fhe cows, and
the cows would then revert to the depari-
ment. During my last period of adminis-
tration, we had to repossess 1,000 cows
from group settlers owing to starvation.
That was not entirely due to faults of
the settlers; partly i was due to the
fact that the land would not earry the
stock. I have numerous instances now of sef-
tlers who will not look after their stock. A
man who will not look after his stock cannob
be made to do so0. The fact that some of them
do not look after their stock is not remark-
able. Tt is impossible to make a dairy
Earmer merely by putting a man on the land.
Some have capacity and a liking for the
life, and some arc not soited for it. The
member for Sussex referred to the vecom-
mendations of the Royal Commission. Those
recommendations eonsisted of deferment of
interest for varying periods and the subse-
auent eapifalisation of such interest. Thaz
is largely what is happening to-day; settlers
are not paying their interest. That, how-
ever, cannot provide a way out, as defer-
ment of interest will only add to the capi-
talisation and increaze the burden on the
settlers.

Mr. Ferguson:; The Royal Commission
also recommended marketing legislation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We wiil
come to that.

Mr. Ferguson: [ thonght I wonld remind
vou of it.

The MINISTER TFOR TANDS: Why
was it not iniroduced by the Government of
which the lion. member was a Minister?

Mr. Ferguzon: We did not have time.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: The
Royal Commission reported 12 months he-
fore the hon. memher left office.
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Mr, Ferguson: We started off with the
Whole Milk Bill.

AMlr, Latham: You know how long it took
us to get some of our legislation through.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: A mar-
keting Bill was not part of that legislation.
The member for Sussex said that group
sattlers were leaving their holdings and that
others were being harassed and starved off.
Thosze are wide and general statements, and
I should like the hon. member to. be mors
specifiec.  Settlers, he said, were leaving at
the rate of 12 per week. That statement is
not correct. In the Sussex distriet two
seftlers abandoned in July and four in
August, one holding was sold in Angust and
four settlers were dispossessed in  July.
Thus, six abandoned their holdings in two
months, which is not at the rate of 12 a
week.

Mr. Mclarty: Quite a number scttled at
South Fremantle.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: From
first to last there have been on the 2,000
aroup blocks over 6,000 settlers, and they
Lave heen going off for years. That has
leen the whole weakness of the scheme.
The member for Sussex said that inspectors
were picking out the best heifers and selling
them. T wish the hon. member would he
more specific. Who is the inspector? I
invite him to give me the name and he will
not he there very long. I promise him that.
As a matter of fact, an inspector cannot =211
stock. The stock is the property of the
seftler and he sells with the consent of
the bank through the Iocal manager.
The suggestion has heen made that the ser-
vices of a number of the foremen could be
dispensed with and the setlers treated as
ordinary bank clients. I hope to do some-
thing in that direction. We are really in
much the same position as we were in 10
vears ago, We still have a lot of foremen
telling the settlers what to do. If, after 10
or 12 years, we have to tell the settlers what
to do, their position is rather hopeless.

Mr. Withers: Some of the foremen were
hopeless in the beginning.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I would
not be surprised at that, If after ten years
a settler still requires tuition, how is he go-
ing to get it? Very probably it would be 2
good thing to dispense with a great many
of the foremen. The supervision of the
groups costs £17,000 a year, and we prob-
ably eollect only half that amount in interest
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in & vear, If settlers will not look after
their own stoek, and will not top-dress their
pastures we ought to let them go.

Mr. Stubbs: You have told a very sad
story to-night.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
given the facts. No doubt the Royal Com-
mission will inquire into all these questions.
The point of view of the bank must also
be considered. There must be men on the
spot to look after its interests, but I do nat
see why we should spend £17,000 a year in
supervision in order to get a few thousand
pounds in interest.

Mr. Patrick: The bank’s assets must be
protected.

The MINISTER F'OR LANDS: That is
0. The member for Murray-Wellington
(Mr, MeLarty) laboured the question of se-
eurity of tenure. He did not tell the House
what he wanted. This is what has happened
to the settler: he has heen given a frechold
title to his land. These are the only settlers
in the State who have had frechold titles given
to them. Their only liabilities are the mort-
gages representing a considerably reduced
amount of money compared with what has
been expended in providing a farm for them.
They got their land for nothing. They are
in the same position as any other settler who
borrows money on mortgage, for they have
to morigage the’r property in order to get
advances against it. The same thing applies
to any other settler, merchant, or business
man whe horrows from an associated bank.
The ordinary settler has to mortgage his
property in order that he may get credit.
Neither a wages man nor a business man can
raise money on his property withont mort-
gaging it. The group settler has the same
security as any other man who borrows on a
mortgage. What can we do to make the
positior any easier for him? He has had the
land for nothing, land which may represent
thousands of pounds. We are still assisting
him with fertilisers and other things. We
want him fo stay on his holding if he will
stay, What more can we do for him?

Mr. McLarty: And yet he is in constant
fear of being put off.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
same may be said of the man who has mort-
gaged his bouse. It can also be said of the
farmer on fhe wheat helt and the pastoral-
ists. They are in constant fear of losing
their properties under morigage,
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Mr. Latham: In most eases that is pos-
sibly the only reason why they are paying
interest.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I appre-
ciate what has been said about security of
tenure. That is what we all want. If we
could all get that, it would be an end to our
troubles. But if the group settler had all
the security of tenure he wants, he would
get no more eredit. If the pastoralists had
complete security of tenure they would get
no more credit. People cannot bhave it both
ways. When it is necessary to take a mort-
gage over a group settlement, the seftler
must accept the position as it is accepted
by any other citizen in the country. The
State has not heen ungenerous to group set-
tlers. We have carried on these farms, and
the trustees are only toe anxions to keep the
vceupants there.

Mr. J. H. Smith: I have never disputed
that.

Thbe MINISTER FOR LANDS: We want
settlers, and have gone a long way to get
them. We have made many sacrifices to keep
them. and spent a lot of money on them. The
member for Murray-Wellington said the
settlers were leaving their homes in great
numbers. Up to the 31st August last only
six had pgone, and 46 had sold
out. 1 will now give members a summary
of what the State has done for group set-
tlement. We have given them the land
free, made advances to them, cleared their
land, erected fences, laid down pastures,
provided a homs, dairy stock, farm ma-
chinery, insurance against accident, ete.,
etc. We have given them the best of ex-
pert advice for nothing. We have reduced
the cost of their completed farms from an
sverage of £3,500 to £1,500, and called upon
the general community to bear the loss. We
have made further advanees of another
quarter of a mi'lion pounds. We have
found manures fov top-dressing, and ecalled
upen the community to carry the hurden
of the interesi. How can it bhe said we
have treated them badly? The member for
Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) veferred to the
possibility of the British Government ap.
pointing a Commission te inquire into
group settlements in Western Mustralia, 1
give an assurance on the part of the Gov-
ernment that the Imperial authorities can
send 1,000 Commissions here if they like,
and they will only discover that nothing
more liberal has ever heen mven to sct-
tlers anywhere in the Empire The
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British Government are represented im
Australia by Mz. Crutehley and bave
been represented by Mr. Banks Amwmery,
and these gentlemen know what we
have done. We would weleome any in-
quiry by the Imperial authorities into how
this country has treated the group settler.
But we cannot do this again.

The Minister for Agriculture: We want
a Commission to inquire into the group
settlers themselves, not the group séttle-
ments.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Agricuitural Bank has never disposscssed
a settler uniil it has found that he has
neglected his holding, allowed the serub to
grow up, and denied proper aticntion te
his stock. What else could the bank do,
but dispossess him, when a settler negleets
his home, his pastures and his cattle? We
are asked to give these people security of
fenure, so that they may go on in this way
and destroy the State’s security. Parlia-
ment would never agree to that. 1 have
no objection to the motion, but would poing
out that the hon. mewber would be doing
a disservice by the State as well as by the
group settlers if he encouraged the latter!
to hope that by agitation in this House he
would get conecessions which the Siate
could not afford, and which it would be un-
just to give. This State has treated the
group settlers well, and yet inembers come
here in the hope that by an agitation in
this House they ean wrest still more from
the people of the State an their bebalf.
The group settlers may get the idea that
hy agitations of this sort they can get
even better results than have acerued to
them up to now. 1f they did get better
results they would themselves be destroyed.

They would mnot be standing up to
their job. This would not last very long,

For the State would =ollapse and members
also would collapse. There is only one way
in which a man can succeed on the land,
namely, by keeping down his capitalisation
and producing his commodities with pro-
per economy. He must live by the soil as
far as he possibly can. If Australians do
not earry out this prineiple, and the Bri-
tisher does not do it, seinz other race will
come along and do it. Reference has heen
made to the success of Italian labour in
the sugar industry. There is an outstand-
ing example of what Italians  have
achieved in the ease of Fontanini Rro-
thers at Manjimup. They went there with
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scarcely n penny and to-day they are
amongst the most favoured settlers in the
country, They possess a fine ostablish-
nient of their own. They have no com.
plaint against the (overnment, zand none
against the bapk. They have done their
job, and established themselves out of no-
thing.

Mr. J. H. Smith: But they selecied their
own land.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Out of
the 2,00G group settlers the hon. member
eannot say all have taken up bad blocks.
Have Fontanini Brothers selected the only
rocd land in the Sonth-West?

Mr. . H. Bmith: I did not say that.

The MINISTER FOR TLANDE: Hund-
reds of the group Dloeks ave as good as
Fontanini Brothers’ land.  My. Fontanini
himself said to me, **You talk about your
standard of living. Look at the money you
get with which to buy things. You de-
spisc our standard of living. Come to my
home and T will show you 3¢ produects I
grow. We produee our stuff from the soil.
We make our property our savings bank,
but you do not do that. Yonr get money
and vou squander it. We raise money
out of our ogwn land and buy what
we want with " The only man who can
succeed is the man who makes his land lis
savings bank, who borrows as little as
possible, produces as much as possible
and hanks his money im his property.
That is the only way in which group
settlers ean sneceed, and members had better
tell them that too. I am not personally
acquainted with the settlers of to-day, for I
have been removed from ihe administration
for three vears. 1 shall, however, get to
know them later on, 1 de not propose to
approacl the anthorvities in their behalf
mutil I beeome acquainfed with the settlers.
T have not been in touch with the scheme for
several years. The Royal Commission will
look into the question of group settlement
security, We had better, therefore, allow the
matter to stand over meanwhile. Tt is a
fuolish tlting to lead the settlers to believe
that by u wotion of this kind they can get
any resilt whatever., There ean be no result
nnless the settler deserves if, and if he de-
serves it, he will reap results richiy.

On motion by Mr. Marshail, debate ad-
Journed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

MOTION—DOUGLAS CREDIT
PROPOSALS.

Debate reswned from the 6th September
on the following amendment moved by Mr,
Tonkin—

To strike out ull words after the word
““to?? in the motion moved by dr, North—
“That this Housc urges the Government to
explore fully the wmeuns of escape from our
present trouble, indicated by Major Dougias,'’
with o view to inserting the following: *‘in-
quire intg the mechanism of the ceonomic
system in order to discover whether our pre-
sent troulde is due, as Major Douglas asserts,
to a discrepaacy between the price of goods
and the purchasing power issued against them,
or to the wnequal distribution of income.”?

MR. CROSS (Canning) [917]: I believe
that to-day people sceriously expect that a
wenuine attempt shall he made to improve
the deplorable economie position, An ab-
surdly paradoxieal state of affairs exists—
chronie poverty and want in a world of vast
economic  resources. A survey of the
ceonomie [liekl diseloses that in the leading
industrial countries of the world millions of
men are unemployed, tactories and work-
dbhops are closed for want of orvders, hun-
dreds of powerful ships are Jaid up because
there are no passengers and no freights te
carry, wages and salories have lLeen drasti-
cally curtailed, amd stafis have been reduced
in works and offices alike.  To-day huge
numbers of hard-working people live in
dread ol immninent poverty and want. 1In
fact, insecurity, eeonomy and still more rigid
economy are the order of the day. That is
ane side ol the pieture. Let us consider
mmother.  People are actually starving in the
world while the world is glutted with wheat.
Quite reeently representatives of various
countries met in order to devise ways and
means of disposing of surplus stocks of
whent. Thal fact does not indieate that we
are living heyvond our means so for as wheag
and brend are coneerned. Vast quantities of
cuffee have been dumped into the sea, and in
the last wyear or two Brazil has aetu-
ally used coffee as fuel for locomotives
hecause the price was uneconomie.  Fish
caught with constderable skill and at times
with serious danger have been thrown hack
into the sea beeause it did not pay to sell
them.  Oue could wo on indefinitely relating
such netivities, which niake a sorry story of
what has happened to the harvest resulting
from human labour. There is no shortage of
veal wealth in the world, no shortage of
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those things which are essential to health,
comfort and happiness. It is important to
note that day by day our capacity to pro-
duce real wealth increases rapidly. Modern
machinery and technique have provided
methods staggering in their ingenuity and
in their capacity to produce more and more.
In point of fact, production increases much
faster than does population. Let me give
an illustration in point. Between 1914 and
1920 the population of America increased
by G per cent., and during the same period
productivity increased by no less than 32
per cenf. Thuns diagnosis discloses that part
of our present trouble is due to plenty. For
antold ages man has foiled and sweated
under the lash of threatened scarcity and
famine. The fear of want bit deeply into
his consciousness. A bad season might mean
starvation, That has happened in the past.
For so long did the period of scarcity exist
that man became chronically apprehensive
of want, Even to-day man spparenily can-
not realise the new fact that there js no longer
any need to worry about production. There-
fore mankind continues fo ¢ling to the idea
of the old economists that it is essential to
accept a lower standard of living. Let us
examine the prohlem more closely, and in-
vesticate the link which exists between pro-
duction and conswmption. That link is
money. Here we come to the main flaw
in the economic system. There is a fairly
general assumpiion that money is a just and
regular standard of wealth. But that is in-
correct. The issue of money bears no neces-
sary relationship to the issue of goeods or the
prices put on them. As a matfer of fact,
there is no mechanism operating to ensure
snch a functioning of money. What actually
happens is that when new markets are
opened and demand increases, the financial
machinery creates money and the goods may
be absorbed.

Mr. Doney ealled attention to the State of
the House.

Bells rung: a querum formed.

Mr, CROSS: As the demand increases, s0
the machine comes to the rescue, and before
long satnrates the market witk goods.
- Thereapon, quite naturally, reaction sets in:

the flow of money is  restricted,
manufacturers’ credit is stopped, workmen
ara discharged. The workers, npon losing
their regular employment, naturally buy less
from the shops week by week. It follows
that week by week the shopkeepers place
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smaller and smaller orders with the mer-
chants, Then shops close down and further
wage cnis fake place, thereby further re-
ducing the purchasing power of money.
Then it is the economist comes forward and
begins to talk about the baffling nature of
the depression. It is imperative that an
equilibrium be established between the flow of
goods and the flow of money. The money
merchants are interested only in making
money. They regard money ass a commodity.
They trade in it to make profits, but do not
consider it a means to facilitate production,
exchange and distribution. I bold that those
are the proper functions of money. Here we
have part of our present trouble, a part
that demands a searching inquiry. During
the making of that inquiry it may be found
imperative to investigate all the ramifica-
tions, far-reaching ay they are, of the pre-
sent system of banking and finance. In the
interests of the national life it may he found
absolutely essential to nationalise banking
and finance.  Another process which has
been going on for a long time has, in this
eountry, reached a stage when it makes itself
felt keenly. I refer to the ever-increasing
growth of the national debt. As regards the
British Empire, the growth of the public
debt has been going on for centuries, To-
day the debt is almost as high as ever it was
in British history, A paragraph in this
evening’s paper refers to debts owing to the
British Government which accumulated dur-
ing the Crimean war. As 4 matter of fact
the Napoleonic wars are not paid for yet
It follows naturally that the increase in debt
exacts from the people an  ever-
inereasing burden in the foim of interest.
The interest burden has become almost un-
bearable. T believe that any nation sad-
dled with a tremendous interest bill must
be in a very unfavourable position when
it ¢mbarks upon competition with another
nation practically free of debt. I will give
an illusirafion to show the point clearly.
We will assume that there are {wo butch-
ers’ shops in one locality. One of the
butchers owns his own shop, whereas the
ather butcher is compelled, threugh force
of eircumstances, to pay £10 a week as rent.
It will be perfectly obvious which of the
two men will be in the better position to
sell meat more cheaply. So it is with
nations. That phase of the problem musk
be given due consideration. When we seek
oversea markets, we come into competi-
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tion with other nations snch as Japan,
which has practically no public debt, In
consequence, the Japanese are able to place
a different value on the purchasing power
of their infernal money. 1 believe that
conslitutes a probiem requiving the appli-
eaticn of statesmanship. I consider that,
as a result of a comprehensive inquiry—
I welcome the fullest inquiry because 1
realise that, from time to time, various
nostriiny are advanced and are regarded
as the cares for all our evils—into the
Douglas Credit System, some informafion
may be gleaned respecting one or other of
its phases that may prove useful to us.

Mr. . C. L. Smith: How do you suggest
the inquiry should be conducted?

Mr. CROSS: I think it could be under-
taker by the Commonwealth Government.

Mr. North: Canada has an inquiry every
10 vears.

Mr. CRO3S: And I think that is right.
Conditions change with the fimes, and we
must meet new condifions with new
methods. I believe an inquiry should be
held with a view not only to suiting goods
to the conditions of human requirements,
but to relieving the tremendous interest
burden. In the latter connection, 1 was
pleased to notice in the ‘*Daily News’’ to-
night an announcement by Sir Walter Mas-
sy (ireene, the Commonwealth Assistant
Treasurer, that £21,000,800 of our indebted-
ness has been converted, £15,000,000 at 6
per cent. and £6,000,000 at 5% per cent.
being converted to 3% per cent. That will
save Australia over £500,000 in interest.
That is a step in the right direction. When
we remember that Russia still owes Bri-
tain £1,141,000,000, we should expect to re-
ceive further consideration. 1 am of
upinion that definite steps should be taken
to fund the whole of our national debt at
a very Jow rate of interest. I hope that
the inquiry will ecover that phase, with a
view to seeing what can he done to estab-
lish an eqguilibrium as hetween the flow of
soods and the flow of money. I trust it
will be done with a view to wiping out the
present paradox of poverty in the midst
of plenty.

On motion by Mr. Nulsen, debate ad-
journed.

Honse adjourned at 9.35 p.m.

[COUNCIL.]

Legisiative Council,

Thursday, I4th September, 1933,

Bills : Finaociol Emergency Tax, 2R.
Tndustries Assiatance Act Conununnce YR, . 894
Mortzgageee Rights Restriction Act Continuunce,

Reductlon of Rents Aet ConLinuance, o8,

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers,

BILL-—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY
TAX.

Second Reading,
Dehate resumed from the previous day,

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[4.35]: When the Bill was introduced here
we were told it was essential that it should
he pussed, in order to enable the CGovern-
ment to earry on. The assessment measure,
which is elosely related to this one, has been
dealt with by this Chamber, emended and
refwned to the Assembly for its concur-
rence, but apparently the Government do
not consider it of pressing moment, for they
have placed it No. 12 on to-day’s Notice
Paper in the Assembly. So it seems there
cannot be such urgent need for the Govern-
ment to have thi= monev. else they would
have made an effort to disenss the assess-
ment measure, and perhaps go to a confer-
ence on it in order to arrive at an agree-
ment. Tf we were to pass the Bill before
ug, the Government would be in a position
immediately to put the whole proposal into
effect. In any case, it seems to me an un-
heard of thing to bring down a taxation
measure before Parliament has had oppor-
tunity to discuss the Budget and the man-
ner in which the money fo be raised by the
new taxation is to be expended. The Fin-
ancial Emergency Act was passed in 1931,
and in view of statements appearing in gold-
fields newspapers, one is constrained to he-
iieve that the Cabinet intends to amend that
Act. If =0, we shonld know in what way
it is proposed to amend it. We have had
submitfed to us some of the emergency legis-
lation, but in my view the whole of that
legislation should have been brought down
together, 1 have alwavs been accused of
holding the view that Parliament should



